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PERSIAN GULF AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


UAE-OMANI DISCUSS MILITARY LINKS--Abu Dhabi, 29 Nov (WAKH)--Lt Gen Shaykh Khalifah 
ibn Zayid al-Nuhayyan, the heir apparent and deputy commander of the UAE Armed 
Forces, received Omani Information Ministry Under Secretary Yusif al-‘Alawi, who 
arrived in Abu Dhabi earlier today. All fields of bilateral relations, particularly 
military ties, were discussed during the meeting. [Text] [tF291204 Manama WAKH in 
Arabic 0930 GMT 29 Nov 81] 


CSO: 4404/153 
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OPEC AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


SHARING OIL WEALTH--Lagos, 2 Dec (NAN)--A former secretary-general of the Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), Chief M. 0. Feyide, said in Lagos 
yesterday that the sharing of the financial proceeds from petroleum did not neces- 
sarily favour the producing nations. He stated this in a paper titled "The Eco- 
nomics of Oil Politics", which he presented at the oil seminar currently taking 
place at the Nigeria Institute of International Affairs (NIIA), Lagos. Chief 
Feyide disclosed that a recent survey carried out by OPEC showed that for every 
barrel of oil sold in Western Europe in 1979, the consuming government's tax ac- 
counted for 41.8 per cent, oil company profits and costs represented 29.8 per cent 
and OPEC's share, including production costs, was only 28.4 per cent. He compared 
these figures with those of 1973, when the corresponding shares were 51 per cent, 
33 per cent and 16 per cent respectively. Chief Feyide said that it was therefore 
not easy to determine what should be the proper and fair shares for the producing 
and consuming countries. He said that not all countries that produced and exported 
oil were wealthy, and even those with large surpluses were not happy to rely on a 
single source of income. Chief Feyide remarked that this was why oil exporting 
countries were utilizng their oil revenue to diversify their economy to establish 
new sources of income. [Text] [AB021529 Lagos NAN in English 1453 GMT 2 Dec 81] 


CSO: 4400/81 
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OPPOSITION LEADER CRITICIZES AMERICAN PRESENCE, PEACE WITH ISRAEL 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 244, 24 Oct 81 pp 26, 27 


/Article by Sulayman Nimr: "Ibrahim Shukri to AL-MUSTAQBAL: Camp David Split 
the Arab Ranks and an Alternative to It Will Bring Egypt back to the Arabs"/ 


/Text/ In September 1978, when the establishment of the Socialist Labor Party as 
an opposition party in Egypt was announced, many people expected that this would 
become the "accommodating opposition party" that al-Sadat wanted--a facade confirn- 
ing that there was democratic life in Egypt. The reasons that caused the Labor 
Party to be described as an "accommodating" one were many; the most important were: 


1. The praise former President Anwar al-Sadat bestowed on this party and its lead- 
ers, as represented by Ibrahim Shukri, describing it as a party of the “noble op- 
position." 





2. The fact that political personalities who were proteges of President al-Sadat's, 
such as Mahmud Abu Wafiyah, President al-Sadat's brother-in-law, assumed leadership 
positions in the party after President al-Sadat had openly called for people to 
join this party. 





3. The Labor Party's declaration of its support for al-Sadat's visit to occupied 
Jerusalem and its support of the Camp David agreements. 


However, in May 1980, the Labor Party made a great shift in its policy and opposi- 
tion, declaring, "After reviewing Israel's policy following the signing of the Camp 
David agreements, it appears that the Israeli enemy has not contented itself with 
these agreements and has not seemed prepared to give the Palestinian people their 
rights. As a result, because these agreements have created a rift between Egypt 
and the Arab countries, the Labor Party declares its opposition to the Camp David 
agreements and the normalization of relations between Egypt and Israel." 


Before that, in March 1980, the party had declared that it was opposed to exchang- 
ing relations with Israel before Israel committed itself to the provisions of the 
Camp David agreements and gave the Palestinians the right to autonomy. 


After these positions, which were to be considered "historic" ones, were declared 
by the Labor Party, the party started to play its true role of opposition to the 











policies of the former president, Anwar al-Sadat. This reached the point where the 
Egyptian president devoted a large portion of his speech last 14 May to attacking 
the Labor Party. The newspaper AL-SHA‘'B, issued by the party, played a big role in 
expressing the various tendencies of the nationalist opposition view in Egypt and 
in attacking the Camp David agreements and the policy of normalizing relations with 
the Israeli enemy. In addition to this, a sort of coordination between the Labor 
Party and the remaining Egyptian nationalist opposition forces started in the con- 
text of individuals and in the context of parties and political currents. This co- 
ordination grew with the position the opposition forces took toward the Israeli ag- 
gression against the Iraqi nuclear reactor and the position on the events of al- 
Zawiyah al-Hamra‘. 


This role, which the Socialist Labor Party has come to accept in the context of a 
real opposition, prompted President al-Sadat and his regime to attack the party 

and its leaders, who had "deviated." Then came 3 September, when President al-Sadat 
managed to direct a strong blow at the Labor Party, ordering the shutdown of the 
party newspaper AL-SHA'B, the detention of its editor in chief, Mahmud Zaydan, and 
the detention of a large number of party leaders, including the party vice chairman 
Dr Muhammad Hilmi Murad and the secretary general of the party, Fu'ad Nushi, on the 
excuse that they had participated in stirring up factional strife. 


Following the assassination of President al-Sadat and the announcement of the nonm- 
ination of Husni Mubarak as new president, the Socialist Labor Party issued a 
statement supporting Husni Mubarak'’s nomination and calling on its members to vote 
for him, although Husni Mubarak had declared that he was running on the platform 
of continuing President al-Sadat's policy, which was the policy the Labor Party was 


opposing. 


Therefore, when AL-MUSTAQBAL met the chairman of the Labor Party, Mr Ibrahim Shukri, 
in his home on the bank of the Nile in al-Jizah, it started out by asking him the 
following question: 


"How was it you declared your support for the nomination of Husni Mubarak as pres- 
ident when he declared that he would continue to carry out the policies of President 
al-Sadat, which you opposed?" 


Ibrahim Shukri replied, 


"The circumstances and concomitant factors that accompanied the act of the assass- 
ination of President al-Sadat could have led to the outbreak of chaos and disturb- 
ances in Egypt, with results no one could predict. Therefore we in the Labor 

Party felt that it was necessary that all the people in this country stick together, 
however their political views might differ, in order rapidly to establish stability. 
This was our basic motive in supporting the nomination of Mr Husni Mubarak as pres- 
ident; in addition, we had confidence that President Husni Mubarak would be pre- 
pared to remedy the errors the former regime had succumbed tu and review the crit- 
icisms that the opposition and the majority of the people directed against this 
regime. Our support for Mr Husni Mubarak's nomination did not mean that we were 
retreating from the views on President al-Sadat's policies which we had declared." 

















/Question/ However, President Mubarak did assert that he would continue to carry 
out the same policies as President al-Sadat. 


/Answer/ His declaration that he would continue President al-Sadat's platform we 
understand. By that he means that he will strive to achieve the same national 
goals for Egypt. However, it is not necessary that the attainment of that take 
place through the former president's methods. We are certain that the policy 
President Husni Mubarak will follow will bring something new. An inevitable change 
is imposed by the nature of the circumstances that have arisen and the fact that 
the personality of the new president differs from that of the former one. My 
knowledge of what had happened in the days of President al-Sadat's rule makes me 
say that Presideut al-Sadat had the first and last say on the decisions he adopted. 


/Question/ Does that mean that you will continue to support President Mubarak and 
will abandon your role as an opposition party? 


/Answer/ Our support for the nomination of President Mubarak does not mean that we 
will not oppose any opinions or decrees he might issue that our party sees no bene- 
fit in agreeing with. We will continue to record our criticisms and observations 

on all conditions or decrees which we consider du not agree with the public interest 
and do not serve national goals, such as the Camp David agreements and the normali- 
zation of relations with Israel, On Wednesday 14 October I stood up in the People's 
Assembly, in the session it held following the conclusion of the ceremonies appoint- 
ing Husni Mubarak president, and opposed the amendment that had been made to the 
Emergency Law which was aimed at changing the basis of the Emergency Law, demanding 
that protests by a person detained or imprisoned in accordance with the procedures 
of this law be made after 6 months, not after 30 days as was the case previously, 
and that the protest be presented to the president and not to the head of the court. 
I protested against this amendment and rejected it in whole and in part in the 
People's Assembly on the day President Husni Mubarak first assumed the tasks of 

his office. 


/Question/ What in your opinion are the reasons behind the assassination of 
President al-Sadat? 


/Answer/ The results of the investigations on the circumstances of that have not 
yet been announced and I believe that these investigations have not yet been com- 
pleted to enable us to express an explicit opinion on the real reasons. All that 
has been announced is what the minister of defense, Lt Gen ‘Abd-al-Halim Abu 
Ghazalah, said, to the effect that the perpetrators of the incident belong to the 
extremist religious current. Nonetheless one can say that the climate that the 
detentions and measures of 5 September created could be the direct cause, although 
it is well known that direct causes are not always wholiy important, and this 
direct cause might not be the real or only one. 


/Question/ However, the official statements declared that the leader of the opera- 
tion carried it out in reaction to the detention of a brother of his during the 
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detentions made on 5 September. 














/Answer/ In my previous answer I suggested that the measures taken last month make 
it natural to attempt to link them with the assassination act, but I must state 
that these measures (the detentions) dealt with a number of opposition men from 
different parties, including ours, whose means of expression always have been to 
express their opinions in words and articles alone. Since the first day of the 
measures, in which the party's newspaper was shut down and its editor in chief and 
a further number of party leaders were detained, we have declared that these 
measures were aimed at striking out at the voice of the opposition and reducing its 
effectiveness on the pretext of combatting factional strife. President al-Sadat 
believed that this pretext would be acceptable to people, and I fully believe that 
what has happened lately in Egypt shows the extent to which these measures were 
wrong. 


/Question/ What is your outlook on the future of political life in Egypt in the 
context of the new regime? 


/Answer/ I am optimistic from the standpoint of the future of democracy and the 
future of the exercise of democracy, but there is no doubt that this can be judged 
only in the context of an ordinary normal climate and atmosphere, in the sense that 
there must be total stability and also that the causes for the declaration of a 
State of emergency must have vanished, Every day that passes by proves that demo- 
cracy and a dialogue among differing opinions are sounder ways to advance the 
national interest than other ways that ignore sound democratic methods. 


/Question/ What is your reply to the speech President Husni Mubarak gave at the 
People's Assembly the day he was installed as president, especially as regards his 
Statement on the opposition? 


/Answer/ As far as we are concerned, we were among the first to show good will to- 
ward President Husni Mubarak before his speech at the People’s Assembly. When he 
spoke in this speech and extended his hand to all responsible people whether they 
were in **e opposition or not, we found that our good will had been appropriate. 
We hope ct..at there will be cooperation between us, through our being objective in 
our opposition and his being prepared to accept and understand opposition views. 


/Question/ However, this statement of yours was followed by a broad detention can- 
paign that included members of Islamic groups and other nationalist opposition 
groups. How can one explain that? 


/Answer/ We cannot separate the circumstances Egypt has been going through now, 
with the assassination of the head of state and the concomitant incidents in Asyut 
and elsewhere, from the detention measures that are being carried out nowadays 
against various elements. However, I consider that the public interest requires 
that people who have no connection with these events be released. Our position 

is that expanded detention activities cannot be the proper way to arrive at the 
best results for determining the causes of the assassination, Therefore our op- 
position in the People's Assembly was to the Emergency Law amendment that had been 
approved. 


On 














/Question/ Do you believe that there is a possibility that the people who were de- 
tained last 5 September will be released? 


/Answer/ To correct the errors which might have occurred and to stabilize conditions 
in the country, one must hasten as soon as possible to release the political persons 
who were detained on 5 September and did not have ary connection with what has been 
called factional strife. 


/Question/ Do you expect Egyptian-Arab relations to resume in the near future, with 
President al-Sadat's departure? 


/Answer/ We must admit that the person now responsible for Egyptian policy is some- 
one else besides President al-Sadat,. Although President Mubarak has announced that 
he would follow the general lines of President al-Sadat's policy, he has a great 
opportunity to work to bring Arab-Egyptian relations back to their natural state. 
We consider that one of the most outrageous results the Camp David agreements pro- 
duced was the rift in Arab ranks and the creation of a great gap between Egypt and 
its Arab sisters. I believe that in the near future conditions will be different 
from those in the past. The new circumstances which have emerged will give an op- 
portunity now to strive toward the creation of alternate solutions to the contents 
of the Camp David agreements on the issue of autonomy. We also consider that ideas 
and initiatives have been set forth on the rights of the Palestinian people which 
are much better than those contained in the Camp David agreements. Here I can refer 
to the peace plan of Prince Fahd ibn ‘Abd-al-'Aziz, which we wholly support. Like- 
wise there also is the Scviet recommendation that all parties to the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, including the Palestinians, meet. Such ideas as these must be considered 
far better than contenting oneself with the formulas that the Camp David agreements 
contain. It is expected that the new president Husni Mubarak will proceed within 
the framework of these ideas in order to acquire better results with regard to the 
rights of the Palestinian people. 


/Question/ How do you explain the great American interest in what has happened in 
Egypt? What is your position on Washington's attempts to create a greater strategic 
alliance between itself and Egypt? 


/Answer/ Former president Anwar al-Sadat's view was that the United States holds 

99 percent of the cards in the game in the Middle East and that it is a full party 
to the "peace process." This made the United States try to exploit this viewpoint 
so that it could benefit from Egypt's location and its resources in order to 
strengthen its influe:ice and interests in the region. It is natural that Washington 
felt extreme anxiety over the assassination of President al-Sadat, in the manner in 
which it took place, and the changes it could lead to in the balances in the area. 
This explains all the American moves that have been made toward Egypt, starting with 
the appearance of the American secretary of state, Alexander Haig, the talks he 
held, and the prese.itation of a date for the joint maneuvers, and ending with the 
dispatch of two AWACS aircraft to Egypt. With regard to President Husni Mubarak, 

I do not believe that his policy is very different from previous Egyptian policy, 
which considered the United States an ally of Egypt's, although I do not hold him 
responsible for the manifestations of anxiety and the moves, which have been 
characterized by a sort of nervousness and haste, that America has made in order 

















to flex its muscles in the region and indicate that it still is able to control 
affairs in the region. Our party's position is that it is not possible fcr us to 
make alliances with any international camp, because we must preserve the state of 
nonalignment in Egypt. We always express intense wariness on the growing inter- 
connections with the United States, especially in areas where Egypt can be accused 
of granting a presence and military facilities to American forces in Egypt. 

















EGYPT 


SENIOR WAR COLLEGE IMPROVEMENTS ON ANNIVERSARY OF WAR REVIEWED 
Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic 2 Oct 81 pp 21, 22, 73 


/Article by Hamdi Lutfi: "A Talk about Men: How Did the New Military Commanders 
Become Able To Make Sound Decisions?"'/ 


/Text/ Alongside weapons, the issue of men, in particular the issue of new com- 
manders who can make decisions in all circumstances is crucial. Through the im- 
mortal experience of October, Egyptian military thinking became deep rooted and 
crystallized and the results of all this appeared in the Egyptian Command and 
Staff College that became a great international military beacon graduating new 
commanders able to make sound military decisions in the years after the October 
war. 


The October war introduced new military thinking into the Egyptian Command and 
Staff College and furnished it with high level expertise and experience which 
raised it to the ranks of international military science colleges, receiving mili- 
tary commanders from France, Britain and America in addition to commanders from 
Africa and some Arab rejection states. 


At the start, we can say that the problem of problems as far as we go is that we as 
a people all turn into "commanders" who understand everything when faced with crisis 
or catastrophe. The tragedy of June 1967 is the example and proof of this: on the 
level of the armed forces general staff, most of the people who had been the object 
of trust and were proponents of the principle of “loyalty before expertise" had be- 
come operations commanders, wasting the lives of tens of thousands of officers and 
soldiers in addition to thousands of tons of equipment and weapons! 


An operation can fail, and a patient can aie. 


The manager of a company can fail and the organization can be afflicted with 
material losses. 


However, errors in military decisions can inflict the most grievous losses on a 
whole nation! 


Here the importance of al-Sadat's decree returning ‘'some people" who had been 
transferred to retirement by January 1970 to their command positions becomes 











significant, when we see their positive contributions to the attainment of the 
October 1973 victory, most of which are still veiled in secrecy. 


In the past years, the armed forces general command gave special attention to the 
tasks of creating new military commanders at levels which do not accept compromise, 
and this process was accompanied by the creation of a "100 percent Egyptian combat 
doctrine.” 


The Command and Staff College in Egypt has played a great, influential role in this 
achievement--to the point where France has sent its officers to enroll in this col- 
lege, followed by England and America, not to mention officers from Arab and African 
countries. 


This college is one of the oldest beacons of military scholarship in our country. 
It was founded in 1825, that is, 156 years ago; the "first" class of Egyptian of- 
ficers graduated from it in 1937, taking a war staff course in England. That was 
the beginning. 


Maj Gen A/G Muhammad Tantawi explained the conditions of enrollment in the faculty, 
saying to me: 


"Officers must apply for enrollment in the Command and Staff College. In this 
transitional stage, they generally are at the rank of lieutenant colonel or colonel; 
in the coming stage they will have to be at the rank of major or captain, and their 
desire to study will have to be accompanied by a recommendation from their commander 
and a recommendation from the Officers’ Affairs Committee: then they must pass an 
examination supervised by the Armed Forces Training Authority in order ultimately 
to join the faculty. They must prepare scientific research in the course of study 
and this research will go through an evaluation stage after which they will acquire 
a master's degree in military science. After that they will be given a good raise 
in pay, continue to carry the designation of war staff up to the rank of major gen- 
eral, and will become qualified to assume all military positions." 


Soviet Relations with the College 


I asked Mag Gen A/G Muhammad Tantawi: "We heard that during the war of attrition 
the Soviet Union sent a number of military experts to work as professors in the 
faculty and teach their military or ideological thinking to our officers. What is 
the truth in this story?” 


/He said/ "That actually did happen. Nineteen experts came to the college from 

the Soviet Union in 1969. Moscow had to some extent taken control of the country's 
resources, They taught three sessions then left the country when President al- 
Sadat expelled the Soviet advisors. Egyptian professors then assumed the tasks of 
teaching in the college after them." 


/Questioa/ What is the situation as regards the courses of study now? Are they 
the same courses that the Soviet experts had been teaching in the faculty, or have 
they developed, come to represent Egyptian military thinking and expertise follow- 
ing the October war, and opened up to similar international military colleges? 


LO 











Maj Gen A/G Muhammad Tantawi replied, 


"Studies in the faculty basically follow Egyptian military thinking and expertise, 
as well as the study of the curricula of command and staff colleges in Britain, 
France, Iran, West Germany, India and Pakistan. In the latter two countries, the 
command and staff colleges have attained the highest academic levels. Field 
Marshal Montgomery, for example, was a graduate of the Pakistani college and you 
will find that the Pakistani college has had a substantial number of British mili- 
tary commanders up to this time." 


Concerning the curriculum which the commanders in our Command and Staff College 
study and the philosophy governing the study programs to enable our armed forces 
to provide new commanders for the Egypt of the nineties, up to 2000, Maj Gen A/G 
Muhammad Tantawi said: 


"The philosophy governing the system of study in the faculty is reliance on the 
technique of discussion and debate as a basic means of study in which the spirit 
of innovation and initiative in officer studeits is developed, their mental and 
intellectual abilities and abilities properly to express their views by various 
means are developed, emphasis is laid on applied aspects, and they are provided 
with a broad range of skills and knowledge, especially in the realm of military 
art and science connected with the tactical level of the land forces, basically, 
along with an adequate amount of high-level study in the armed forces morally and 
strategically. 


"Evaluation of the student is based on the daily evaluation system which the mem- 
bers of the faculty carry out and on stage-by-stage and final testing. Principally 
/faculty/ are military commanders; university professors who represent faculties 

of economics, commerce, political science and law are joining the college's faculty 
for the first time, and they have participated in teaching people in the class 
which with God's will will graduate at the end of December. This course contains 

a French officer for the second time alongside our Arab brothers. 


"As regards the faculty, which consists of military men, you will find that its 
structure is determined by a special philosophy; that is, we apply our ‘educational 
philosophy’ not just to students but also to teachers, who are chosen by the 
faculty's higher council under the chairmanship of the chief of staff of our armed 
forces, Lt Gen ‘Abd Rabb-al-Nabi Hafiz. The secret reports on the ‘professor' 
officers in the college must contain a consistent excellent rating, and they must 
have served for a period of their lives in the field combat formations, and be 
among the top graduates of this college also. Preference is given to people who 
have taken war staff courses in America, Britain, West Germany, France, India or 
Pakistan before joining us." 


I asked Maj Gen Muhammad Tantawi: 
"Is France's choice of the Egyptian Command and Staff College as a place to send 


its officers a form of academic politesse among friendly countries, or are there 
other elements?" 














/He said/ ''France has taken this step for the third time. The first time was in 
1977 and three classes graduated from the college in 1978. It participated in its 
belief in the knowledge and science the Egyptian Command and Staff College offers 
the Egyptian, Arab and African armed forces. In the previous session we had a 
student from Ghana and it is planned to send a student fr.m France for the fourth 
time. Then there is planning for an English and an American student as well and 
it is probable that some countries in Western Europe will present similar applica- 
tions. 


"It is worth pointing out that I could say something about the curriculum in the 
college in this regard. This is that in 40 percent of the courses the students 
are taught ‘staff duties,’ which include techniques for holding and administering 
military and civilian conferences, coordination with civilian ministries and or- 
ganizations closely linked to the forces as regards preparing the country for de- 
fense or war, methods of working with maps, a summary of national issues, the use 
of military research and scientific papers, and the generation of specific recom- 
mendations. All these courses aid the commander after graduation in engaging in 
the best forms of scientific command. All over our country we can find people who 
have graduated from the faculty here and have been assigned to occupy command posi- 
tions in the country during or after completion of their military service." 


The Errors of the October War 


The conversation drew us to an important question which needed a simplified ex- 
planation which is not academic or military: how did we create Egyptian combat 
doctrine? What does this doctrine mean? Why wasn't it previously Egyptian? 


The commander of the Command and Staff College replied, 


"We, as an army, in the thirties, had to rely on the expertise of the militarily 
advanced countries, and there was no place we could turn except England, which had 
the final word in Egypt in that period. It applied Western combat doctrine. After 
the revolution, the shift toward the East and the arming of our forces through the 
Soviet Union, we turned toward Eastern doctrine. When preparation was made for the 
October 1973 war we had a very important obligation, which was to bend the tactical 
military thinking we were applying, that is, the combat techniques, so that they 
would be appropriate to the nature of war operations in Sinai, which is mountainous 
and sandy. We entered the October 1973 war with an excellent level of performance, 
especially in the forms of joint cooperation among land, air and sea combat forces. 
It is no secret that we made tactical mistakes in the October war which are now 
primarily lessons that are being benefited from. It is not wrong to commit an 
error; the fault is in ignoring or hiding this error. 


"It was natural, following the lesson of the war in the Yemen theater, the Sinai 
theater, then the war of attrition in 1968-70, and finally the October 1973 war, 
that the Command and Staff College should prepare ‘scientific military memoranda’ 
by means of the military professors in the college under my supervision. Most of 
them took practical part in preparing the war theater before the Ramadan war, then 
entered the war and came to work here in order to develop combat doctrine and 
Egyptianize it totally by using the expertise they had acquired while preparing 
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for war, understanding the country's political and politicoeconomic goals, studying 
the nature of the forces in terms of training and armament, then entering into 
combat and showing the weak points, causes of error, and factors of success in 
specific battles which achieved more advanced capability and levels than had been 
planned for them in the general war plan!" 


What did they find? How did the picture seem to these military men? 


"Before 1973 we needed great numbers of qualified military science students in 
order to provide military commands with commanders who would be able to ‘fill the 
gap’ that existed between us and Israel and would be able to plan for war in scien- 
tific ways. Modern war does not accept the method of ‘improvisation,’ extemporane- 
ous action on the nationwide level, or gambling with the country by relying on good 
spontaneous results with good intentions! 


"Planning for war requires a study of the country’s political economy first of all 
and planning for the country's abilities to store up the requirements of the armed 
forces and the masses of the people, especially fuel, considering its vital im- 
portance in continuing the fight. 


"Then one should scientifically ascertain the political mission of the Arab Republic 
of Egypt, indeed of the countries participating with us in combat, and finally of 
countries that must be neutralized. All these issues and their rumifications are 
very great and we thought about them through study and research before the decision 
was taken and the forces opened up at noon on 6 October 1973. These tasks were 
extremely difficult in the long days preceding 6 October in particular and, as I 
told you, our forces were not furnished adequate numbers of academically qualified 
commanders for this sort of level of study preceding the issuance of ‘the decision.' 
"A surgeon's error can eliminate the patient, but an error in this kind of ‘decision’ 
can do away with the country completely. We all know how our situation was up 

until 6 October 1973, and how the wound of June 1967 was constantly bleeding. 


"Some ‘idiots’ from the upper class say in anger and displeasure, now that President 
al-Sadat has liberated the rest of Sinai peacefully: 


"Tt would have been possible to liberate it in one or two battles and if we had 
done that the situation would have changed and the people would have been happy! 


"Yes, it would have been possible to liberate it through combat, and we did prepare 
a major plan for that, in accordance with directives from the supreme commander of 
the armed forces. In fact we prepared for various eventualities, alternate plans 
and volumes of requirements and losses. Do these people know what the volume of 
our ‘probable’ number of men killed in action would have been? 


"Forty thousand, in preliminary figures--to say nothing of losses in men, weapons 
and materiel. 


"Ai-Sadat has kept every Egyptian home from further pain and further martyrdom of 
its sons. 














Debate between Ma'’mun and Sharon 


"After that it was necessary for us, especially the Command and Staff College, to 
prepare commanders who had been filled with storehouses of learning, had a good 
grasp of their national causes, then of their Arab nation, and had a deep under- 
standing of the political task their country applied, the country's strategic tasks 
and the strategic tasks of the armed forces. War in its true meaning has become 

a comprehensive revolution in all spheres of life, on the military and ordinary 
levels. Through these concepts, we have developed the curriculum in the college 
and have drawn up a 100 percent Egyptian combat doctrine, that is, a technique of 
opening forces, under which heading there are hundreds of delicate serious tasks, 
then the technique of using these forces and generating fire. These techniques 

are contingent on total secrecy because they are the high point of our armed forces’ 
secrets. Some study programs here also have a secret character as well. 


"Among the forms of development of the curricula, one has not just confined matters 
to visiting Egyptian territory and regions. Rather, they also include visits to 
friendly major countries. The minister of defense has approved this plan and a 
group including the top students and the faculty will make a visit to America or 
Britain in January 1982 to benefit from the West and its advanced military schools 
in the academic sense." 


What about the use in command and staff colleges in France or /other/ Western 
countries of computers for programming courses? Have we applied this development 
here? 


"Of course, War games are studied by the use of computers in our college and we 
have held these games three times since the October 1973 war. The faculty also has 
a complete department for war operations research and integrated classrooms with 
illuminated screens, closed circuit television for studies, and a movie hall seat- 
ing 400 students which is electronically equipped to show war movies, with screens 
that operate automatically. We hold military and civilian scholarly symposiums." 


I have learned that you are studying the World War Two battle of al-'Alamayn in 
Egypt's Western Desert up to the present. Isn't this a relatively old battle in 
comparison with the battles and wars of the sixties and seventies? 


"We study it as military history. Each time we discover new angles by studying 
conditions on both sides and defensive and offensive moves and ultimately we pro- 
duce useful lessons of a positive and negative nature to apply or avoid in the 
future. 


"We also study World War Two and the October war and its mistakes and make 'plays,' 
in every sense of the word, on the October war commanders’ management of the 
Ramadan war. These are attended and observed by force commanders up to the divis- 
ion command level and are supervised by the commander general and the chief of war 
staff of the armed forces. 


"These 'plays' take place on the college stage and their performance takes a whole 
day. 
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"We also study World War Two and the October war and its mistakes and make ‘plays,’ 
in every sense of the word, on the October war commanders’ management of the Ramadan 
war. These are attended and observed by force commanders up to the division command 
level and are supervised by the commander general and the chief of war staff of the 
armed forces. 


"These ‘plays’ take place on the college stage and their performance takes a whole 
day. 


"We also conduct academic military debates between two opposing commanders in order 
to produce useful lessons. We thought of holding such a debate between the Egyptian 
commander Maj Gen Sa'd Ma'mun, commander of the Second Army in the October war and 
now governor of the capital, or Lt Gen ‘Abd Rabb-al-Nabi Hafiz in his capacity as 
commander of the 16th infantry division--a Second Army division which played a 
pioneering role in confronting the enemy forces--and the Israeli minister Ariel 
Sharon, who led his forces in what has been called ‘the gap.' Each commander would 
be in charge of explaining his view on what he did and what ought to have happened. 
We have postponed this debate to a date to be set later on," 


The commander of the most senior high Egyptian military academy, the Command and 
Staff College, which has been called the Rifa'ah al-Tahtawi Men's School, told me: 


"With God's will we will hold a new scientific symposium starting before 6 October 
1981 and ending on the immortal national holiday. We wili discuss the effects of 
the war and the development of training and the most modern organization and arma- 
ment techniques. Military commanders from Egypt and some friendly countries will 
attend this, along with a number of ministers and some Egyptian university profes- 
sors. The October 1981 symposium will absolutely not be the last, because military 
science, like the waters of the sea, can never be exhausted.” 


Commander of the Egyptian Command and Staff College 


Maj Gen A/G Muhammad al-Tantawi is a professor of war operations planning in our 
armed forces. He was born in 1929 in Quwaysina, Minufiyah. 


He graduated from the War College in 1950 as an infantry officer and in 1955 as- 
sumed responsibility for training guerrillas and bringing them out into combat with 
the British and French forces in the canal zone, 


He worked as an instructor, then a senior War College instructor, up to 1966, then 
began his service in war operations, assuming the management of the operations sec- 
tion in the central area, then in 1968 head of the eastern command exis which in- 
cluded Syria, Iraq, Jordan and of course Egypt. 


He took part in the planning for the 1973 war and headed the armed forces command 
group in the main operations center during the management of the war, President 


al-Sadat assumed the command of this sector as supreme commander. 


In 1976 he completed the third course in the Higher War College at the Nasir 
Military Academy. 


He was appointed director of the Command and Staff College in 1977. 








EGYPT 


ANTI-REGIME MAGAZINE INTERVIEWS DISSIDENT POET 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 244, 24 Oct 81 pp 71-76 


[Interview with Ahmad Fu'ad Najm; Reported by ‘Ali ibn ‘Ashur: "AL-MUSTAQBAL 
Meets the Egyptian Poet Ahmad Fu'ad Najm in Prison"] 


/Text/ The Egyptian poet Ahmad Fu'ad Najm is too famous to need introduction. 
Since he started his creative artistic life as a poet and singer with the splendid 
blind Shaykh Imam, he has been considered the voice of the "con men,” the poor, 
the quarters and the narrow alleys of the various crowded sections of Cairo. It 
is a “cry of hunger," as Muhammad Hasanayn Haykal said once, in the era of Jamal 
"Abd-al-Nasir. However, our Najm did not fall silent as Haykal wished. Rather, 
it was fate that drove Haykal into prison in Sadatist Egypt alongside Ahmad Fu'ad 
Na jm! 


After al-Sadat's visit to Jerusalem, Ahmad Fu'ad Najm called himself "the poet of 
the occupied territories,’ starting with his famous qasida-poem "An Important 
Statement” which brought him before a military court that issued a verdict that he 
be imprisoned a whole year. However, Najm refused to bow down to this oppression 
and decided to hide in a "voluntary prison," which, in my opinion, is more of a 
torture for the spirit than the "prisons of the Egyptian regime." However, "volun- 
tary prison," when it takes the form of a great challenge, becomes more important 
than a million freedoms in the prison whose boundaries are the geographical borders 
of Egypt. Indeed, Najm succeeded in challenging and deceiving numerous eyes of the 
Egyptian security authorities, with their extensive equipment, for more than 3 
years. 


The security authorities did manage to arrest Ahmad Fu'ad Najm finally, but they 
did not manage to extinguish the flame of defiance within him: rather, he became 
more determined, Today, in prison, more than at any time in the past, he is re- 
solved to continue the defiance and made the voice of the Egyptian people heard by 
everyone who is concerned throughout the Arab world. 


Two mutual friends, one French and one Arab, met Ahmad Fu'ad Najm in his hiding 
place and in prison, and the fruit of these meetings was this long conversation, 
which is an exclusive with the magazine AL-MUSTAQBAL. 














/Question/ A few weeks ago, and for 3 years, you were living in a fugitive state, 
refusing to carry out the sentence issued against you by the military court, which 
Stipulated that you were to be imprisoned for a whole year. Why? What exactly 
happened? 


/Answer/ I have gone to prison more than once in my life, but this was the first 
time a verdict was issued against me by a military court in my character as a poet! 
I believe that it was the first time in the history of Egypt, and perhaps in the 
history of the Arab world, that a poet was brought to military court on the charge 
of "writing poetry." 


That happened in 1978. I had left the Abu Za'bal concentration camp and the Fed- 
eration of Students of the Engineering Faculty at the University of ‘Ayn Shams sent 
me and my comrade Shaykh Imam an invitation to attend the annual symposium which 
we attended--I, Shaykh Imam and all the progressive writers and artists. It was an 
otficial invitation from the Federation of Students. As J said, I had come out of 
prison in the 18-19 January case, received the invitation and went. In that period 
it so happened that President al-Sadat was preparing to go to Jerusalem, The air 
in Egypt was tense. They tried to prevent us from going to the university and 
taking part in the festival. Shaykh Imam went ahead of me and the students let him 
in, in spite of the presence of security forces. I went after him, and we took 
part in the symposium. I spent the night outside our home in Hawsh Qadam, On the 
morning of the following day, when I was going back to our house, I found a group 
of security officers and informants waiting for me, and they attacked me in the 
Street. I asked them, "What do you want from me?"' They told me that I was wanted 
and they took me with them. I stayed in prison 28 days during which I went on a 
hunger strike for 15 days. 


After that, I was handed over to the military judiciary in absentia and was sen- 
tenced to a year in prison. This was the first verdict issued against me, as I 
said before, although I spent 13 years in prisons without trial. It was very 
routine that they would take me and I would remain in prison without being handed 
over to the judiciary or going to trial. They had little sense of shame--they 
could not admit that they were trying a poet because he was writing poetry but 
this time it was expressed in the text of the charge--"and the poet's poetry was 
seized in his possession," just like a charge of possessing “opium" or "hashish!" 


Escape from Prison 


When the verdict was issued against me I decided not to carry it out, not to hand 
myself over and not to go to prison through a militery judiciary sentence for the 
poem "An Important Statement," on grounds that it contained “material defamatory 
to the person of President al-Sadat,"' although I did not mention al-Sadat's name 

at all. When the deputy public prosecutor told me that this poem infringed on the 
dignity and feelings of the president, I told him "That’s your opinion." For these 


reasons, I decided to flee and chose to live in hiding. That ended when they dis- 
covered my hiding place last May. Of course this directly affectec my work, and 
it also affected Shaykh Imam, because when we are together we attenc symposia or 


prepare for symposia, and we even sang in the streets the past 2 years, which 

















represents a step forward. I believe that they felt threatened by this. For this 
reason we were taken to military court, which ruled not to hear the case with res- 
pect to Shaykh Imam and ‘Azzah, and I was sentenced to a year in prison. 


A group of students was with me in the same case before the military court, in- 
cluding one who was sentenced for 3 years, Muhammad Fathi, and there is another 
case of students called Case 900; they were handed over to military court and 
verdicts were issued against then. 


To this remark, I would like to add that I give thanks to the judge who sentenced 
me to a year in prison, because pressure was put on him to the extent that al- 
Jamasi, the war minister at that time, demanded to meet him. After the sentence 
was handed down he was distressed and after that went to a mental institution. He 
performed a very great deed. Had another judge been in his place, the sentence 
would have been at least 10 years. He also declared that Imam and ‘Azzah were in- 
nocent. He told my lawyer, Nabil al-Hilali, that it was not possible for him to 
do more, because the pressure on him was intense and in his view, since the intel- 
ligence service previously used to put me in prison for a period ranging from 1 to 
3 years without trial, when I was taken to military court I wewld have been sentenced 
to 10 years at least. 


/Question/ You mentioned that you did not enjoy freedom of expression. Is that the 
case with everyone, or are there people who exercise it in Egypt? 


/Answer/ As far as I am concerned, I am deprived of freedom of expression and there 
are other voices that are deprived of this freedom as I am. These voices are far 
removed from the media. As regards my opinion about the democratic nature and 
"freedoms" of the regime, I challenge anyone to find any democracy in the world 

where a poet is taken to court on the charge of writing poetry. The people running 
the media express the regime's view, in particular the view of Begin and the American 
administration. If you turn on the television set you will see, between an American 
serial and an American serial, an American serial. Then the news on Egyptian tele- 
vision is first news about the regime, then news about Menachem Begin; this is the 
freedom of expression that is guaranteed and permitted in Egypt. 


Noble voices are muzzled and are totally removed from the media. [I challenge the 
"democratic" Egyptian regime to give me a loudspeaker for 5 minutes only, any loud- 
speaker, outside the radio and television, and let me just go to the university. 

I am certain it w ll not allow that at ali. This is the democracy of the Egyptian 
regime. 


I am certain that arts, letters and ideas in Egypt today are in a state of degen- 
eration, vapidity and insipidity which dominate te.evision, the movies the stage 
and the press. Who has a golden voice today? Songs of decadence talk of neurotic 
love. My opinion today is that any 5-year-old child who looks at Egyptian televis- 
ion will be ready for marriage. 


In the era of ‘Abd-al-Nasir there was Umm Kalthum, and today there is Yasin al- 
Khayyam. A little before ‘Abd-al-Nasir there was Taha Husayn and he was the 
director of the university. Today there is Sufi Abu Talib; compare them. 
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In the press there was Muhammad Hasanayn Haykal, whom I differ with, and he was the 
supervisor over AL-AHRAM. Who is in his place today? Ibrahim Nafi'. In the news- 
paper AL-AKHBAR there is Ibrahim Sa‘dah, who is well known as an official American 
Central Intelligence agent. They are controlling the media today. There is a 
general degeneration on all levels. There is the relentless alienation of all 
honorable people, even those who are in favor of the peace agreement and speak 
seriously. If you listen to what is broadcast on the radio you will be gripped by 
amazement and you will be shocked, because there isn't one serious or meaningful 
minute. The press and media now are the press and media of provocation. 


In order to know the state of culture today in Egypt, you must know who Mansur 
Hasan, the minister of culture, is. He is a man who contracts to sell perfume and 
cosmetics. We call him Mansur Le Cotale because it is he who brought Le Cotale 
hair oil into the country. 


Egyptian "Liberalization" 


/Question/ The international media praise the Egyptian regime's liberalism and 
openness. If there is liberalism ijn the economic context, why in your opinion is 
that not the case in regard to freedoms? 


/Answer/ We call it liberalism, In reality, there is a liberalism and openness 
that does not exist in any other country in the world--for Mrs Jihan al-Sadat to 
make deals. This woman’s wealth can now be counted in the billions, If there is 
freedom, who is it for? You have been in Cairo Airport and seen the inspection 
procedures. That means that they are justified--there is liberalization and there 
is a class which is now enjoying the revenues from this liberalization. Before 
1952 we had three millionaires, and the richest of them was Ahmad ‘Abbud Pasha, who 
had 6 million pounds. Today the person with the least in that “crovwdi" has 500 mil- 
lion pounds. You must compare and you will know the meaning of the opening up. Of 
course liberalism exists--the liberalism to steal and plunder to the point where 
one person, Ahmad Sultan, confessed that he embezzied 60 million pounds. That is 
very normal. He now enjoys all his rights. There is another man called ‘Uwaydah 
who worked with Anwar al-Sadat on the Islamic Conference in the days of ‘Abd-al- 
Nasir, and they would steal together. This 'Uwaydah stole 80 million pounds from 
the Ministry of Religious Endowments and said, in a loud voice, that he admitted 
that ani was ready to return the sum, on condition that others returned the amounts 
they hai taken. (ie is now responsible for religious activity in the National Party. 
Is that person go ng to teach children religion? 


/Question/ If tha: liberalism has changed nothing in the status of freedoms, has it 
created an improvement in the level and conditions of life of the Cgyptian people? 


/Answer/ It is true that liberalism has changed something in the condition of the 
Egyptian people. It has turned the Egyptians into philosophers--into vegetarians 
who have nothing to do with meat or even with eggs. 


This is the effect of economic liberalization. Today "ta'miyah"--falafel--is sold 
by the kilogram, and "ai-kushari"” as well, but bread, which is sold in ordinary 
areas, is like shoes, full of dirt. 








/Question/ Could you mention to us the successive times you went to prison and the 
charges that were brought against you? 


/Answer/ The charge in each case was the same: "seizing the poet's poetry in his 
possession." My periods in prison were as follows: from 1959 to 1962, from 1965 
to mid-1966, from 1968 to 1972, from 1972 to 1973, from 1974 to 1975, 1975 and 1978. 


The last three times I was a few months in prison each time then escaped. 


When our dear Nixon did us the honor of coming to Egypt, we gave him a good recep- 
tion, worthy of a thief, and they arrested us. When we were transferred to prison 
the counsellor asked the deputy prosecutor why he had signed our summons, and his 
answer was that we had insulted President Nixon. He answered him first by saying, 
"President Nixon is finished and the American people have said he is a thief and 
expelled him, and you do not know that?" President Nixon was removed from office 
and we ourselves remain in prison? After that we were released. 


Why Poetry? 
/Question/ When did you start to write poetry? 
/Answer/ In 1962. 


/Question/ You chose poetry and song as an instrument of expression; why didn't 
you choose stories, novels or the press for example? 


/Answer/ Songs are an artistic form it is easy to grasp. When you are taking a 
bath, you sing; when you are at a party you sing. When you are at work, you sing, 
and when you are on the street you sing. Even when you are eating you sing. How- 
ever, you cannot contemplate a painting, look at a movie or read a book in any of 
these instances. Therefore songs are easier, and their effect is quicker and greater. 
The Egyptian people in general are very full of song and their heritage of songs is 
very deep rooted and rich. They love tunes as much as they are known for the spirit 
of joking. It is clear that we managed to choose the art form by which we could 
address the people, because of the success we have achieved since 1962. 


As far as I go, poetry is a necessity in the sense that it is a religious duty I 
must perform. Why did I choose this type of poetry? At the beginning I was 
oriented toward radio signing, and I actually did reach an agreement with ‘Abd-al- 
Halim Hafiz to write poems for him. We had known each other for a long time, be- 
cause he came from my village and was my neighbor. The day I was with him in al- 
Manyal, before he became a millionaire, I went down to go to the movies and on my 
way went to buy somezhing and the vendor gave me a piece of paper. It is a custom 
with me that I read every piece of paper I find. I started to read the piece of 
paper, and there was a poem by a poet I did not know. I went back to the vendor 
and bought the book from him, for half a piaster. This book was the first part 

of the collection of the great poet Bayram al-Tunisi. When I read it I started to 
understand that poetry had a f:mction other than that of "Darling I feel foreboding 
over the night" and the nonsense that is broadcast over the radio. I ceased writing 
for a long period while looking for poetry of Bayram's to read. Thanks go to 

















Bayram, who made me understand the function of poetry. My opinion is fuat words 
are a weapon; sometimes they are a symbol you pin on the chest of a friend or give 
him as a gift, and sometimes they are a knife with which you stab an enemy. Words, 
as far as I am concerned, are the most sacred thing. I respect and guard them and 
do not look down on them. I pay the price for this from my special account, and 
cannot haggle over words. This is my view on poetry. 


/Question/ Why did you choose colloquial Egyptian as a means of expression? 


/Answer/ I chose the colloquial language because it is rich and also because 
Egyptian movies and songs have become widespread throughout the Arab world and 
people have come to feel at ease with them since we are better known in Arab coun- 
tries and among Arabs in Europe than in Egypt. Colloquial Egyptian is the dialect 
closest to classical Arabic; we could call it modified classical Arabic. In my 
opinion, when an artist has a mission and has an idea he wants to convey to the 
public, he must address the public in its Language so that the listener will not 
get tired interpreting what he is saying. I find no difficulty expressing my ideas 
in colloquial Egyptian. 


Meeting Imam 


/Question/ When you met Shaykh Imam, what was the extent of his influence on your 
poetic output? 


/Answer/ I met Shaykh Imam in 1962. At that time the Council of Arts had printed a 
collection of mine in a contest called the first writers’ project. Naturally I was 
very happy with this book, and the first person I wanted to give it to was my cousin, 
whom I loved though we didn't get married because I was poor. I gave her husband 
the book to give to her. There I met Sa'd al-Muji, who informed me that there was 
an artist in Hawsh Qadam who was said to have been an old player. I went with him 
on a Friday in March and met Imam. He was singing for Shaykh Zakariya Ahmad and 
Shaykh Sayyid Darwish, and I noted that he was making the additions that he had. 

I told him he was really innovative and asked him why he didn’t sing. He told me 
that he had no poems and that he refused to get into the radio and into trivia. I 
liked him because I was like him. As a result, I gave hir a poem, which he sang, 
and that was the beginning of our collaboration, The poem was "I repent loving 
you,'’ which is the last classical work. 


/Question/ Have you written for other singers or performers? 

/Answer/ Yes, but nothing worth mentioning. I wrote for Hilmi Amin on the Algerian 
revolution; the rest was nonsense of the type that gets broadcast. However, after 
that I took the position that I would refuse to be broadcast 

/Question/ Did Umm Kalthum ask you to write some poems for her: 

/Answer/ Yes. It happened that Umm Kalthum in 1968 invited me to her house, but 


we did not get along. She threw me out of her house, because she was very arrogant 
and considered herself the queen of Egypt, and I do not like arrogant people. 











/Question/ In your poetry you are basically interested in struggles inside Egypt. 
Have you written about the struggles of other peoples? 


/Answer/ Of course. I am on the side of revolution everywhere and at all times. 
When revolutionaries anywhere have a victory, I sing about it. When a revolution 
is attacked, I must express my opinion. I wrote a book of poems that I calied 
"Tehran" on the subject of the Iranian revolution. I was on the side of the 
Vietnamese, on the side of Cuba and on the side of Angola, and I m on the side of 
the Chilean people, the Palestinian people, and all people who are fighting to 
liberate themselves. It got to the point where I suggested to a Palestinian leader 
(there is no need to mention his name) that he send me to the front to take part in 
the armed conflict. He replied that the Palestinian revolution did not need fourth- 
rate fighting men so much as it needed first-rate poets, and I would serve the re- 
volution better with my poetry than with weapons. 


/Question/ You have written poems about some poets, Who are the poets who have 
stirred your admiration? 


/Answer/ Pablo Neruda, Nazim Hikmet, Aragon, Lorca the great Spanish poet, and 
(Iloir). I like Pablo Neruda's memoirs more than his poetry. I read Aragon's 
"Springs of the (Sa)" but did not understand it and got nothing out of it. That 
could be explained by the fact that the translation was bad. My opinion is that 
poetry cannot be translated and that if it is translated it loses much of its 
special character and essence. 


The Issue of Exploitation 
/Question/ You are now with Shaykh Imam and Muhammad ‘Ali, and who else? 


/Answer/ As you know, I was in flight and would get help from people. Imam aad 
Muhammad ‘Ali are living the normal lives we used to live in Hawsh Qadam, and my 
separation from them exhausts me emotionally, but we will go on. We will not stop 
working inside prison or out. 


/Question/ Your output is published inside and outside the Arab nation. How come 
you can't live off that? And why not? 


/Answer/ Let us take as an example an Arab radio station which is constantly broad- 
casting our output. It would send the four of us 100 pounds a month. Suddenly it 
stopped sending this wretched sum because its government did not like some of our 
positions. Nonetheless this station continued to broadcast our poems and songs. 

If we belonged to the Society of Authors and Singers, our rights would be protected. 
We are exploited from every angle; that is, everyone is nipping at us from his own 
angle. There are also people who pirate at our expense and sell tapes of our songs 
without our knowing anything about it. 


I also myself read an announcement about a group selling our entire works "to sup- 
port the struggle of Ahmad Fu'ad Najm and Shaykh Imam." Does "our struggle” live 
abroad? Is there anyone by name of “our struggle” to whom they should give support? 
I do not understand that. The Officers Fathi of Egyptian intelligence also share 




















in ex»loiting us. They also sell the tapes they confiscate from us on the sly, and 
they have even gone so far as to sell books they have confiscated from my home. I 
have found them selling in the al-Izbikiyah market and bought them back. I will 
never forget when I was in the defendants’ box with some other people and the judge 
Anwar Marzuq left me to the last. When my turn came he took me to the proceedings 
room and toid me that he was missing such-and-such of our works, so I learned that 
the man in the judiciary exchange and listen to our songs. In the 15 May case, 
there was a man named Amin al-Huwaydi, who was the director of intelligence, among 
the accused. They seized tapes of ours in his possession and the judge asked him 
how he had the songs of Shaykh Imam wher he was an intelligence officer. He answer- 
ed that even President Anwar al-Sadat had such recordings. 


/Question/ A final question: what do you hope from educated people and democrats 
in France and Europe? 


/Answer/ If these intellectuals and democrats raise our cause in France, that will 
have an effect here in Egypt. For example, if democratic public opinion in America 
had made a campaign on behe!f£ of democratic freedoms in Egypt at the time of the 
peace agreements with Carter and Begin, that would have had an effect on the course 
of events in Egypt. But that did not happen. 


So I am directing an appeal to all noble persons in France and Europe and am asking 
what they think when a poet is brought to military court after he has been prosecut- 
ed because he writes poetry. If their answer is in my favor, I ask them to help me 
in my tribulations, not just through declarations but also through active movement. 
The Egyptian regime wants to play the phoney democratic card; that is the last one 
it has left. It is claiming to solve all the problems the Egyptian people have,in 
the form of war, the food problem and so forth. If all this is exposed, whether by 
individuals or human rights groups, the regime will draw back from putting me in 
military prison. 


Here I would Like to add an appeal for all the democratic and progressive forces in 
the world to stand alongside us because they will thus be defending the cause of 
freedom in general. 


Right after my sentence was issued, hundreds of telegrams poured in protesting 
against the Information Department. In spite of my thanks to the people who sent 
the telegrams, I wonder why this noble effort of theirs did not continue, 


I am loyal to my vow. I will not betray my words, be afraid, retreat or sell my- 
self. I will go on to the last breath. Everyone who agrees with my position must 
raise his voice and say that there is a poet in Egypt who was brought before mili- 
tary court on the charge of writing poetry. 
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EGYPT 


GOVERNMENT SUPPORT FOR INCREASED TECHNICAL TRAINING DECLARED 
Cairo AL-'UMMAL in Arabic 2 Nov 81 p 4 


/Article: "Minister of Education Tells AL-'UMMAL: Admission of Workers to 
Technical Schools To Acquire Accreditation"'/ 


/Text/ Dr Mustafa Kamal Hilmi, the minister of education, talked to AL-"UMMAL's 
correspondent about technical education policy. He said that the goal of technical 
instruction is not theoretical instruction but rather the productive aspect, being 
based on regard for manual labor in order to link teaching to productive activity 
and provide an incentive for our people to feel the value of work and the returns 
from that work. To this end, in 1 year industrial and agricultural education 
schools have been established in productive projects worth 5 million pounds whose 
profits total about 1 million pounds. Twenty-five percent of this profit is dis- 
tributed to support the equipment in these schools, an additional 25 percent is 
for the capital project, and 50 percent is given to the students, the faculty and 
tt- workers. Some students’ income comes to 25 to 30 pounds per month. 


The minister said that the ministry is taking the approach of allotting some tech-~ 
nical education schools to performing productive projects and is opening its doors 
to train workers from various organizations in training courses, as well as allow- 
ing workers in various productive and service sectors to come forward for their 
various examinations. 


In his statement to AL-‘UMMAL, the minister added "There are more than 640,000 
students in technical education in Egypt, as compared with 460,000 students in the 
general secondary. Thus we have reached a ratio of almost 60 percent in technical 
secondary schooling. 


"The number of specializations comes to 120 and the ministry is establishing joint 
technical schools, that is, an industrial school in agreement with the Ministry of 
Industry or the Ministry of Transport and Communications, an agricultural school 
in agreement with the Ministry of Agriculture, an insurance school and a nursing 
school. We have about 170 schools of that type of joint Ministry of Education and 
production and service sector school." 


The minister said that an agreement had been signed for $60 million for technical 
education equipment and that the ministry had gradually started the transition to 
the 5-year school format in place of the 3-year school, in addition to schools 
which were established with friendly countries such as the one established in 
Alexandria. 


11887 
CSO: 4504/68 




















EGYPT 


PROBLEM OF HIGH DROPOUT RATE IN TECHNICAL STUDIES REVIEWED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic 2 Nov 81 pp 32, 33 


/Article by Labib al-Siba'i: "The Phenomenon of Attrition in Technical Institutes: 
Who Is Responsible for It--the Pricing of Diplomas or the Social View?'"'/ 


/Text/ Studies began last week in the technical institutes, which contain about 
50,000 male and female students in 32 institutes; 15 of these are commercial tech- 
nical institutes containing about 40,000 male and female students and 17 are in- 
dustrial technical and contain about 10,000. With the start of studies in these 
institutes, which are supposed to help prepare specialized technicians that modern 
technology can rely on, considering then the link between specialized experts and 
skilled laborers, one sees the phenomenon of a high rate of evasion or attrition 
in a great percentage of the students enrolled in these institutes as a result of 
their preference to resume studies in the general secondary level in the hope of 
attaining a better grade average which will gain them acceptance in the faculties 
of universities. These institutes remain deficient in performing their role, and 
studies and statistical surveys underline that the government and its various sec- 
tors have a need for graduates from them. 


Dr ‘Abd-al-Qadir Hatim, the general supervisor of the specialized national councils, 
says that evaluating the existing state of affairs in these institutes reveals, in 
addition to that, a low level of enrollment in industrial education in general and 
a failure to establish institutes to prepare technicians in the agricultural sec- 
tor, as well as a failure to develop or diversify these institutes in a manner 
serving newly created requirements in order to meet the demands of modern economic 
and social development, then an almost total reliance on appointments to cover the 
requirements of scientific training or, to a high degree, instruction from private 
institutes and in technical institutes. 


Dr Hatim adds that at the beginning there were higher institutes parallelling uni- 
versity instruction; the basic goal in establishing them was to graduate groups of 
applied specialists to help university graduates in scientific activity. However, 
after a period of time, they turned into higher institutes parallelling universi- 
ties and now contain more than 40,000 students. Out of conviction in the special 
bodies' role in establishing private institutes to alleviate the financial and ed- 
ucational burden on the government, it has been decided to form a special council 
for them under the chairmanship or the minister of education which will take charge 
of drawing up a general policy for these institutes and setting forth plans to 
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guarantee that the necessary resources are provided to achieve their goals and set 
forth a financial system for them. It will also be engaged in regulating the ad- 
mission of students to these institutes, determining their numbers and granting 
diplomas or educational degrees, on condition that the establishment of new higher 
institutes be linked to development needs and not be a repetition of the existing 


types. 


Dr Hatim adds that in spite of the government's clear need for abundant numbers of 
institute graduates in order to meet development plan needs for intermediate tech- 
nical labor, the number of students enrolled in these institutes does not exceed 
50,000, of whom about 40,000 are in commercial technical institutes and only about 
10,000 are in industrial institutes. In addition, the total number of students en 
rolled in technical schools of various industrial, commercial and agricultural 
kinds covering the 5 years after preparatory school do not exceed 9,000. 


The fact, as Dr 'Abd-al-Qadir Hatim says, is that these numbers of students, wheth- 
er enrolled in technical industrial institutes or technical schools, are to be con- 
sidered very low in comparison with the composition of the middle technical labor 
class. This requires the establishment of a general authority that will be respons- 
ible for developing and advancing technical education, one of whose responsibilities 
will be to set out technical institutes in the context of the general structure of 
education in Egypt, define their mission and function, and evaluate their position 
in the light of its performance, while providing them with adequate financing and 
setting out a special policy for preparing technicians, following up on execution 
of their plans, coordinating their systems, defining their responsibilities and 
preparing a long range plan aimed at graduating the necessary numbers and types of 
technicians to meet the country's need for technicians--taking into account the 
Arab and African countries’ requirements in the various industrial, commercial, 
agricultural and medical fields and preparing a plan to establish specific new 
model institutes, especially ones that are compatibie with the needs of economic 
liberalization. One should note the development of worldwide technology and antic- 
ipated developments in Egypt in the coming stages; strive to distribute technical 
institutes geographically to achieve development goals in the various authorities; 
devote attention to establishing institutes to prepare agricultural technicians to 
cope with the pressing need for them in the agricultural sector; set forth rules 
and statutes that will guarantee that these institutes’ and schools’ requirements 
for human and material resources are provided; encourage the various production 
and service sectors to establish instruction and training centers there, in view 
of the success this approach has achieved and in light of the human and material 
resources and suitable status these sectors provide; determine the beginning of ap- 
propriate studies to prepare technicians in accordance with the areas of work and 
diverse special fields while deepening their programs along with human studies; 

set out a plan to prepare the necessary faculties for institutes and schools; send 
people who actually perform instruction on short- and long-term fellowships in or- 
der to keep abreast of the developments that occur in the world in this field; and 
set forth systems of incentives for the faculties in order to attract personnel 
who are capable of working in this field. 


Dr Hatim added that the development of conditions in these institutes will require 
that the status of technicians and technical education be raised in the opinions 
of citizens, by reviewing the pricing of diplomas so that wages will be in keeping 





with skills and productivity; by increasing technical wages and as a result in- 
creasing receptivity to industrial education; by spreading the industrial speciali- 
zations which stages of progress in the various areas of life require; by giving 
attention to media and technical guidance; by discovering the inclinations and 
capabilities of students, and means of changing their approaches; by guiding them, 
by orienting them, and appreciating work as a value in the early stages of educa- 
tion and training; by retraining in specific periods following graduation in the 
course of real work; by obtaining expertise; by supporting the faculties with per- 
sonnel that have a high level, are qualified and have acquired suitable training 

and previous practical expertise; by providing them with training programs before 
and during instruction, in order to confirm that the instructors are aware of all 
developments; and by sending graduates of institutes on domestic and foreign fellow- 
ship to obtain higher studies to meet the severe deficit in faculty members in the 
institutes. The general education plan of study should contain suitable scientific 
and technical courses so that students who join the technical institutes and schools 
will have the necessary background to help them absorb the study, and there should 
be a review in the supplying of books and memoranda and the manner in which they 

are prepared and existing buildings should be completed and proper new ones 
established. 


Dr Mustafa Kamal Hilmi, the minister of education, states that the ministry has 
finished setting out a plan to develop the curricula and expand the branches in- 
cluded in the commercial institutions in order to respond to labor requirements and 
develop the expertise and capability of the people performing instruction in these 
institutes. In fact, 14 instructors have been trained this year and agreement has 
been reached with the British Council to carry out a 5-year technical agreement to 
train new instructors in these institutes in modern teaching approaches. The In- 
ternational Bank of Reconstruction and Development has also allocated $7.5 million 
to equip some commercial and technical institutes. 
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IRAQ 


IRAQI DISMISSES VENEZUELAN CHARGES 
JN282055 Baghdad INA in Arabic 2020 GMT 28 Nov 81 


[Text] Baghdad, 28 Nov (INA)--Iraq has dismissed the accusations which some Vene- 
zuelan circles recently fabricated against two Iraqi diplomats in the Iraqi Embassy 
in Caracas, stressing that these accusations are baseless. 


A Foreign Ministry official spokesman tonight said that the Venezuelan Foreign Min- 
istry has asked the Iraqi Embassy in Caracas to recall two of its diplomats because 
some Venezuelan circles have raised absolutely baseless accusations against them. 
He said that the Iraqi Foreign Ministry dismisses the accusations in part and par- 
cel. 


The spokesman stressed that stemming from Iraq's policy of establishing and main- 
taining close relations between Iraq and the Third World countries, including Vene- 
zuela, which is an OPEC member-state, the Foreign Ministry of the Republic of Iraq 
has decided to recall these two diplomats out of concern for relations with Vene- 
zuela despite the fact that the ministry is certain that these allegations, which 
were attributed to the two Iraqi diplomats by those circles, are false. 


The spokesman said that it is regretful that those circles did not only raise such 
false accusations and allegations but had also exploited the news media to defame 
Iraq which enjoys the respect and appreciation of the world states in general and 
the Third World states in particular. 


The spokesman asserted that Venezuela's relations with the states in its region is 
not Iraq's concern and therefore it is inadmissible to involve Iraq in such matters. 
It is regrettable that such contentions were fabricated. 


The spokesman also asserted that Iraq will nevertheless maintain good relations 
with Venezuela out of its faith in the existing relations of friendship between the 
two countries and their two peoples’ common interests wichin the framework of their 
cooperation in OPEC and as Third World countries. 
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KUWAIT 


BRIEFS 
AMBASSADOR TO CANADA--Shaykh Sa'ud Nasir al-Sabah presented his credentials yester- 


day to Canada's governor general as Kuwaiti ambassador to Canada. [GF141816 Kuwait 
AL-WATAN in Arabic 13 Nov 81 p 2] 
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LEBANON 


U.S., ISRAELI POSITIONS ON LEBANON DISCUSSED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 239,19 Sep 81 pp 32-33 


[Article by Ghassan Bayram: "The Americans Asked Israel To Keep Its Hands Off of 
Lebanon, and the Israelis Said: ‘Which Lebanon Are You Talking About?'"] 


[Text] Two Trends Inside the U.S. Administration Are Fighting 
With Each Other Over Lebanon's Future: One Trend Calls for a 
Strong Democratic Regime, and the Other One Favors Military 
Rule. 


Israel Considers Itself a Participant in the Process of Choosing 
the New Regime tor Lebanon, and Begin Said in Washington: 
"Israel Has Direct Security Interests in Lebanon.” 


What Does an Extension of the President's Term of Office Mean, 
and Why Is Sarkis Refusing to Accept the Extension? 


Beirut--During the most recent meeting which Philip Habib, the U.S. President's 
envoy to theMiddle East, held with Menachem Begin, Israel's prime minister, and 
which concluded with a cease-fire agreement in the south of Lebanon, the 

veteran U.S. diplomat said to the Israeli prime minister--according to well- 
informed sources--that Washington had come to believe in the necessity of 
maintaining the status quo in Lebanon and arriving at transitional solutions to 
this crisis which has lasted so long and has come to threaten the security of the 
region and has also perhaps become a danger to world peace. 


According to these sources, Mr Habib told Prime Minister Begin during this 
meeting: "It has become necessary for you to disassociate yourselves from the 
Christians in Lebanon in order to make it more possible that the efforts made 

in order to achieve this [cease-fire agreement] will result in success. Would 

it be possible for you todothis?" These sources say that the Israeli prime 
minister gave the following reply to this question on the part of the U.S. envoy: 
"Of course it is possible. But we would like to have you define for us which 
Lebanon it is that you want us to disassociate ourselves from. Are you talking 
about Lebanon as it is at present or about the Lebanon which will exist according 
to a new formula? And what is it?" Mr Habib then conveyed the basic elements of: 
this dialogue, which had taken place between him and the Israeli prime minister, 


lw 
© 





to the higher officials in the Lebanese government. He did this within the 
framework of the shuttle diplomacy mission which he was engaging in in order to 
prevent further outbreak of tensions and explosions in connection with the 
Lebanese crisis and in order to attempt to firmly establish the cease-fire 

on political foundations and bases which would provide for a long-term truce. Up 
till that time the U.S. President's envoy to the Middle East did not have an 
answer to this Israeli question concerning the Lebanon where Washington wanted the 
Israelis to disassociate themselves from the Christians. The reason for this was 
that Mr Habib was not authorized to speak and negotiate concerning a final and 
permanent solution for the Lebanese problem, nor was he authorized to speak and 
negotiate concerning a future formula for Lebanon and the type of regime which it 
would have. His mission was restricted to that of arriving at transitional 
settlements which would maintain the status quo in the whole situation and not 
allow the situation to suffer large-scale breakdowns in public security and not 
allow the cease-fire to be violated. 


The Lebanese authorities did not need to pause very long before realizing the 
following two essential facts: 


1. In spite of the many U.S. reassurances to the Lebanese government, the 
"sympathy" which Washington has shown toward Lebanon receritly, and Washington's 
acknowledgement that the survival of Lebanon is a necessity, both politically and 
in terms of security, for the Middle East, the U.S. administration is still in 

the stage of studying the matter and stiil has not decided what the formula should 
be for the regime which will govern Lebanon in the future. 


2. If the Israeli prime minister's question to Mr Habib concerning "which Lebanon 
it is where you want us to disassociate ourselves from the Christians" indicates 
anything at all, it indicates that Israel is still insisting that it has a role to 
play which should be taken into consideration and which it should be permitted 

to play in the process of determining the formula concerning the Lebanon of the 
future--in fact even in determining the role which this country would play in the 
future and consequently in determining its political identity. These are matters 
which already have been conveyed to the Lebanese authorities as basic Israeli 
conditions for permitting the Lebanese problem to be solved. 


Even before the Israeli prime minister's departure for the U.S., all of the 
information which the Lebanese authorities had said that the U.S. President and 
Secretary of State [Haig] would be discussing the Lebanese situation with the 
Israeli prime minister. The information also said that they would discuss with 
him the compromises which Washington felt it necessary to arrive at in order to 
maintain the status quo in Lebanon and which Israel should help to achieve. 
However, this information said aothing at all about any definite concept which 
the U.S. administration could be said to have concerning a formula for a regime 
of government for the Lebanon of the future. 


This fact was actually confirmed when initial items of information began to arrive, 
one by one, from Washington to Beirut concerning the framework within which 
President Reagan and Alexander Haig, his secretary of state, discussed the 

Lebanese situation with the Israeli prime minister. The framework included only 
discussing means of maintaining the cease-fire in Lebanon, reinforcing the position 
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of the legitimate Lebanese government, and enabling the legitimate government 
to gradually assume its responsibilities and extend its authority to the various 
areas of Lebanon, including the south of Lebanon. 


U.S. Plan Presented to Begin 


A correspondent for Radio Israel who accompanied Mr Begin during his visit to the 
U.S. acknowledged that the Americans had presented to the Israeli prime minister 

a plan for achieving a transitional or temporary settlement for the Lebanese 
crisis. He said that the plan, amongother things, stipulated that Israel should, 
in practice, begin to minimize its intervention in Lebanon's internal affairs. He 
said that the plan stipulated that Israel, during the first stage, break off 
relations with the Christians inside Lebanon (meaning the Lebanese Front and 

the Phalangist Party) and then, during the next stage, sever its special relations 
with Maj Sa'd Haddad, the leader of the militia which controls the border area 

in southern Lebanon. 


The Israeli correspondent also said that the U.S. administration appears to 
believe that this beginning for a solution to the Lebanese problem, under the 
circumstances of a continuation of the cease-fire, will enable the U.S. to design 
and apply the principles of this plan to other fronts. 


The correspondent also mentioned that Mr Begin, before departing for the U.S., 
expressed his intention to inform the U.S. administration of his total rejection 
of the ideas contained in this U.S. plan which have the objective of putting an 
end to Israeli intervention in Lebanon because this, as he put it, would increase 
the influence of Syria and the PLO in Lebanon. 


In spite of the fact that the Lebanese government seemed totally preoccupied 

with pursuing and following up on the efforts made to implement the decisions of 
the Arab Follow-Up Committee, the president of Lebanon and his higher aides 

were also concerned with another basic matter. They wanted to know what was said 
during the talks between Reagan and Begin--especially with regard to the 

Lebanese crisis. Up till the beginning of this week, information which has 
reached Beirut concerning this matter has been very sparse. However, some 
political information has arrived and has said that the question which Mr Begin 
posed to Mr Habib was asked once again in Washington. This information also said 
that Mr Bevin assured President Reagan and Secretary of State Haig that Israel 
has direct security interests in Lebanon and that any change in the status quo 
would affect Israel's security! While waiting .or Washington to inform the 
president of Lebanon concerning what the U.S. answer was to these Israeli reserva- 
tions and inquiries concerning the future of the situation in Lebanon, Lebanese 
political circles will continue to act according to political information, some 
of which has been brought to Lebanon by Lebanese political personalities who have 
recently visited Washington and some of which has been conveyed by Cardinal Cook, 
the respresentative of the U.S. Council of Catholic Bishops, who recently visited 
Lebanon. 
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Two Lebanons Presented to Reagan 


What does this information say concerning the position of the U.S. administration 
with regard to Lebanon's future? 


It says that there are two trends of thought within the U.S. administration. 


The first of the two trends supports ‘t- position that a solution for the Lebanese 
crisis should be achieved by developiu, the existing regime and establishing a 

type of hard-line rule in which the legitimate military and security establishments 
would play a leading role in order to impose upon Lebanon a tough regime which would 
be able to eliminate all the phenomena brought on by the Lebanese war and 
consequently eliminate all the dissolution and neglect which has been predominant 

in the country during this crisis. 


The proponents of this trend of thought feel that a regime of this type would be 
able to adapt to the conditions of the area of the Middle East which surrounds 
Lebanon. They believe that iron rule such as this can quickly restore security 
and stability to this country. 


The second trend of thought within the U.S. administration rejects this approac: 
and does not consider that it will provide a permanent solution to the Lebanese 
crisis. Proponents of this second trend feel that a formula such as this will 
Leave Lebanon open to political unrest and crises in view of the nature of 
Lebanon's political and sectarian composition--and past experience has shown that 
this political and sectarian composition is unable to accept a radical military 
regime no matter how eagerly this regime might maintain political institutions 

as symbols of a democratic regime. The formula for a solution or settlement which 
was utilized after the events of 1958 in Lebanon did not last long and we know 
what its fate was on both the political and national levels. 


The proponents of this point of view ‘eel thata fairly ideal solution to the 
Lebanese crisis requires the establishment of a strong democratic regime in 

which the role of the constitutional and political establishments is strengthened. 
They feel that this should be done so that this regime would be able to develop 
both itself and its institutions on new foundations which would take into 
consideration Lebanon's real situation and the shortcomings which have been shown 
by past experience and have been fearfully revealed by events which have taken 
place. 


The obvious question which preoccupies the people in Lebanon who hold positions in 
the government and occupy positions of political power is: Which of these two 
trends of thought will emerge victorious in the U.S. administration and will 
represent its final decision with regard to the future of Lebanon and the type of 
regime which Lebanon will have? 


There is only one answer to this question, and the answer says that one must wait 
and discover the nature of the trends which will prevail in the Lebanese presi- 
dentail election campaign next year. There are candidates who are in favor of the 
formula of having a strong democratic regime, we know who these candidates are, 
and their names are being circulated among political circles. Brig Gen Raymond 








Iddih is one such person. Those in fayor of the other type of regime also have 
their candidate who is known and whose candidacy for the presidency of Lebanon 
is being slowly and carefully "hatched." 


Has The Decision Been Made? 


Narrowing down tne struggle for the future of Lebanon to these two trends assumes 
that the question of Lebanon's existence has already been resolved and that a 
decision in principle has already been made to have Lebanon remain as it was after 
it was no longer threatened by the danger of partition. However, President Elias 
Sarkis, one of the fundamental parties concerned, has been unable to resolve this 
matter even though he has been counting totally on having Lebanon once again 
become a country which is united in terms of its territory and people. 


Fu thermore, none of these fundamental parties concerned are able to decide the 
question with regard to any of the possibilities, whether they be positive or 
negative, in view of the lack of clarity in the situation and lack of a clear 
perspective which would determine the contours of the future of the situation in 
the area as a whole and in Lebanon in particular. 


Well-informed sources are becoming more and more convinced every day that, as the 
initial pattern of the Lebanese presidential campaign becomes crystallized 
concerning the direction which it will be taking, it will become more and more 
possible to decide which of the two trends competing for acceptance inside the 
U.S. administration will be victorious in the end as one sees which candidate 

to succeed President Sarkis gains the upper hand. 


It is just as true that the lack of clarity which still characterizes the situation, 
due to the fact that the basic forces have not succeeded in arriving at a deter- 
mination of their options, is what arouses the fear that still another possibility 
will emerge. This possibility is that Lebanon will fail to elect a new president 
who will put into practice one of the two trends previously referred to. What 

this would do would be to confront everyone with having to choose between one of 
two things: Either President Sarkis'’s term of office would have to be extended 

for a period of 2 years or a neutral president would have to be elected who would 
have to be a good administrator in order to deal with the Lebanese crisis. This 
means that there would be no temporary or permanent solution to the Lebanese 

crisis and that this crisis would be likely to continue. Everyone acknowledges 
that this is what is being counted on by Israel--the party which is most 

interested in having the Lebanese situation remain as it is at present. The 

reason for this is that if the situation remains as it is, this will guarantee that 
Lebanon will collapse in the end after all of its elements and justifications for 
existence and continued life have crumbled away. 


Perhaps this is why President Sarkis is one of those whois most eager to reject 
and oppose an extension of his term of office under present circumstances, and 
perhaps this is why he has become so noticeably eager tc guarantee the 

emergence of a strong president who would succeed him and whose arrival would 
constitute the beginning of a solution to the Lebanese crisis on the basis of the 
survival of Lebanon. The Lebanese president, as well as Lebanon's political 
leaders and political activists, have come to believe that Lebanon is no longer 
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LEBANON 


BANKING ACTIVITIES DISCUSSED 
Beirut AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic Jun 81 pp 32-33 


[Article by Nasim Sulayba: "Stagnation in Credit, Accompanying Liquidity and Pressures 
on the Pound" ] 


[Text] The policy of controlling liquidity and retaining high interest rates is so 
far still “the first line of defense” for the monetary situation in Lebanon because 
of the security complications, the rising interest rates of the dollar, the state's 
financial deficit load, and the pressure of local liquidity. 


This is an article by financial expert Mr Nasim Sulayba, in which he reviews the 
results of the banking situation during the first half of 1981, and the expected 
trends for the rest of the current year. 


Despite the lack of available statistics for banking activity through the first half 
of 1981, there are indicators that the first quarter of the year saw some movement 
in credit operations, which did record a tangible increase in percentage during the 
first 3 months of the year. However, this increase does not reflect a basic change 
in the general tendency that prevailed in 1980. 


Stability of the Banking Situation Before April 


The banking situation continued in the same self-constrained state that prevailed 
in 1980, despite the lifting of the credit ceiling at the beginning of this year. 
There were several important reasons for this: 


1. The Bank of Lebanon's continued control of the size of the banks’ liquidity, 
within the policy that it has been following since 1979. 

2. The weakening of demand for credit, basically as a result of diminished 
economic activity. 

ding credit for non-productive operations, 
culation, which was in compliance with the 
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3. Caution by the banks against expan 
such as financing land and currency spe 
Bank of Lebanon's directives. 


Despite that, the Lebanese pound's exchange rate vis a vis the dollar continued to 
be subject to increasing pressures, as a result of rising interest rates on the 
dollar, and the accompanying great improvement in its exchange rate against all 
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currencies. The pound's exchange rate, between the end of 1980 and the end of 
March 1981, declined 8.8 percent with respect to the dollar. This decline, to a 
considerable extent, was in li.e with the decline rate of other major currencies 
against the American currency, since the German mark fell about 7 percent, the 
Swiss franc 8 percent and the French franc 10 percent. 


Relapse 


The deterioration of the security stuation in early April resulted in a serious 
relapse of the economic situation in Lebanon. Economic activity which had begun-- 
albeit timidly--in 1980, and which had continued with a major thrust in the first 
part of 1981, nearly stagnated in the beginning of April. Bank credit operations 
equally stagnated, as pressures on the pound's exchange rate increased. 


Lebanese banks saw a relatively widespread trend in withdrawals at the beginning 
of the April incidents. That was due to citizens' precautions against the 
possibility of prolonged and deteriorating events, and their fear of being unable 
to get to the banks for some time, as was the case in the period 1975-76. 


Liquidity Constraints and the Development of Interest Rates 


These precautionary withdrawals came in a situation marked by a relative drop in 
the banks' liquidity, which created a semi-crisis in liquidity, forcing some of the 
banks to resort to the Bank of Lebanon. One of the reasons leading to the 
weakening onf the banks' liquidity at that time was the monetary and financial 
policy of the Bank of Lebanon and the Ministry of Finance, and the continual 
absorption of surplus liquidity by means of issuing treasury notes. The Bank of 
Lebanon then intervened sometimes in the discount market, selling dollars for the 
purpose of curbing speculation against the Lebanese pound. Finally, there was the 
preference of many banks, during the recent incidents, to maintain their liquidity 
over the normal amount, which had reprecussions on the supply of cash, especially 
among the banks. 


Paralleling this increased shortfall of liquidity was intensified demand for local 
currency, with increased interest rates, espcially among the banks. The interest 
rate for the pound among the banks (for 3 months) jumped from 11.5 percent at 

the end of 1980 to about 13 percent at the beginning of April 1981, and then to 
17 percent during the first part of May. 


In concert with these developments in the interest market, the Bank of Lebanon, on 
? March 1981, raised the rediscount rate from 10 to 13 percent. It also raised the 
interest rates on treasury bonds from 9 percent on 19 November 1980 to 11.5 percent 
on 14 April 1981, and then to 14 percent on 18 May 1981. Om the other hand, it 
raised the interest rates on deposits reaching a record of 12 to 13 percent per 
month at times. 


With the rising costs of bank revenues, interest on credit rose to an average of 15 
percent, and the state continued to issue its semi-monthly issue of treasury notes 
at high interest rates. However, the banks’ rates were not at a corresponding level 
during April and May. That was due to the fact that interest rates among the banks 
exceeded that payed on treasury bonds and, in circumstances of a security relapse 
and a. obscure future, the banks wished to maintain a higher cash liquidity than 
normal. 








The failure of banks to subscribe to treasury notes in amounts equal to or exceeding 
those falling due, the continuation by the state to finance the deficit by borrowing 
from the Bank of Lebanon, the reinstallment of a portion of the financial paper, 
which was withdrawn for the reverse, coupled with the improved security situation, 
have all led to a tangible imp ovement in banking liquidity. Banks that borrowed 
from the Bank of Lebanon were able t: «© -y their loans. Along with this liquidity 
improvement, a decline in interest rai.» among the banks suddenly occurred, and to 
some extent on deposits. However, these rates did not cause the interest rates on 
treasury notes to decline, which form a floor in determining interest rates in the 
market. 


The fact is that retention of high interest rates on treasury bonds in circumstances 
of improved bank liquidity, and the improvement of security, have encouraged the 
banks to subscribe to treasury bonds in greater quantities than before. The value 
of subscriptions to the latest issue on 13 June 1981 was LL 421.8 million, thereby 
exceeding the value of due notes which amounted to LL 260 million. 


Bank of Labanon Actions 


With the continuing rise in interest rates on the dollar, and the uncertain 
security situation, along with poor remittances from abroad and improved liquidity, 
pressure on the Lebanese pound intensified, especially on 12 May 1981, when the 
pound fell compared to all currencies. It registered 440 piasters to the dollar. 
As a result of this development, the central board of the Bank of Lebanon met and 
adopted a measure enjoining the banks not to maintain more than half of the capital 
in discount centers (eliminating their right to keep double their capital in 
discount centers), especially since a large number of banks had increased their 
capital in recent years, in addition to the increased capital for new banks. 

If this measure had an immediate and positive effect with regard to improving the 
pound's rate of exchange, as a result of the banks’ liquidation of a part of their 
centers, the basic and long-range goal of the Bank of Lebanon's action was to put 
an end to the banks' ability to speculate against the pound by means of their 
maintaining tight discount centers. This is aside from causing the central bank's 
intervening in the discount market to be less costly and more effective. Indeed, 
the banks' implementation of the measure and the increasing liquidation of centers 
resulted in the dollar's exchange rate falling from 440 piasters on 12 May to 416 
piasters the next day. That was even before it was followed by an equivalent rise 
abroad, to finally stabilize at a rate that fluctuated between 325 and 330 piasters. 
Note that that improvement was achieved without any significant intervention by the 
Bank of Lebanon in the discount market. 


Figures up to the end of June 1981 indicate that, with the exception of the Swiss 
franc, the decline of main European currencies vis a vis the dollar has been more 
than that recorded by the Lebanese pound between the end of 1980 and the end of 
June 1981, in that the pound fell by 17.9 percent, while the pound sterling, the 
German mark and the French franc fell 24.6, 21.5 and 27.4 percent respectively. 


‘his result seems satisfactory if one takes into consideration foreign pressures on 
the pound and the deterioration of the domestic security situation, along with the 
accompanying stagnation in economic activity, and most likely a fall in the growth 
of surplus balance of payments due te poor remittances from Lebanese working abroad. 
There might be a weakness in the method of governmental expenditures, due to the 








Trends for the Second Half of 1981 


The recent security relapse, as mentioned previously, had a deeper influence than 
previous relapses on all economic activity. Evidently, its effects will not be 
quickly erased, which characterized previous experience. The Lebanese individual 
has lost confidence in the possibility of stabilizing any temporary relaxation, and 
consequently, has no incentive to take any action beyond preserving what he already 
has, and does his business with a minimum of costs and risks. The returm of this 
confidence has beome tied to the fact no radical and final solution has been found 
for the problem, or at the least, a stabilization of the security relaxation and the 
beginning of movement by all parties concermed to seriously deal with the issue. 
Certainly, it is in the nature of the situation for the economic preoccupation to 

be reflected in banking activities, especially on credit operations. This situation, 
especially with the weakness of the state's financial position, might lead to a 
continuation of pressures on the pound, but it would not be difficult to contain 
these pressures, along with maintaining the prevailing interest rates, in view of 
the Bank of, Lebanon's continuation of its current monetary policy. The central 
bank's job might be made easier by strengthening the pound/s exchange rate, speeding 
up payment of Arab assistance installments, as required by the resolutions of the 
Tunis summit, and the expected decline of the dollar's interest rate. 
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LIBYA 


FINNISH FIRMS INCREASE ACTIVITY 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT 2 Nov 81 p 30 


[Text] On his return from Libya, Deputy Finance Minister Mauno Forsman (Social 
Democrat) reported that Finnish enterprises will be getting major contracts from 
Libya which wants to escalate economic cooperation with Finland. 


Forsman participated in a joint commission meeting in Tripoli to discuss economic, 
industrial and technological cooperation between Finland and Libya. 


According to Forsman, the most significant projects, in addition to those in con- 
struction, are connected with providing electricity and maps for urban areas in 
Libya. Libya also indicated that it would be especially interested in increasing 
agricultural cooperation. 


In the electric sector, Nokia stands to get a Fmk 200 million contract if its offer 
is accepted. Finnmap, which already is involved in projects in Libya, will expand 
its activities this year by sending additional equipment to Libya. 


60 Million Contract for the OMP Concern 


Already during the meeting, the OMP [expansion unknown] concern signed a contract 
for the construction of 15 collection containers for rain water in Libya. The value 
of the contract is about Fmk 60 million. The firm has previously built similar 
containers in Libya. 


According to Forsman, the Libyans wish the Finns to participate in more agricultural 
development projects, ranging from foresting to plant improvement and soil studies. 

The Libyans also need fertilizers, grain silos, and grain products in general. The 

commission also discussed nuclear power cooperation. 


The Libyan negotiators noted that Finland is politically a good trading partner for 
Libya, and that they are hoping Finland will actively seek contact specifically in 
the electric sector. 


According to Forsman, it is difficult to balance the trade between these two 
countries. The Libyans offered oil, but found it hard to come up with other import 
articles. 


Finnish export to Libya has grown steadily in recent years. Its value in 1980 was 
about Fmk 200 million. During the first 8 months of the year, the exports rose to 
Fmk 147.5 million. Among other things, wooden houses, telegraph poles, furniture, 
printing paper and different machines have been exported to Libya. 
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OMAN 


"MUSCAT RADIO' SAYS PDRY PEOPLE LEADING 'TRAGIC LIFE’ 
EAO12200 Muscat Domestic Service in Arabic 1300 GMT l Dec 81 
[Unattributed commentary ] 


[Text] The international movement for freedom, which is concerned with human rights, 
has sent a cable appealing to the government of the Sultanate to use its influence 

to free the South Yemeni people from the yoke of Soviet occupation so that they may 
regain their freedom and practise the rites of their faith. 


[Words indistinct] the 14th anniversary of South Yemen's independence reminds every 
Arab [word indistinct] the people of South Yemen, who liberated their will, achieved 
their national independence and became an addition to Arab strength. 


But today those people are leading a tragic life [word indistinct] under veiled 
Soviet colonialism, a colonialism welcomed by the successive rulers of Aden for its 
sham friendship. This colonialism's objectives soon became clear, namely, to rely 
on South Yemen for the implementation of Soviet strategy which covets the Gulf 
region and the Arabian peninsula--the same strategy which covets the oil wealth. 


The Aden rulers were not satisfied with giving the Soviets a foothold in the Ara- 
bian peninsual [word indistinct]. They also agreed to humiliate their people [words 
indistinct] and introduce atheistic ideas in the country and stood (?uncritical) 
when the Soviets replaced the religious education syllabus with another on Marxist- 
Leninist ideology. 


The Soviets, through the client Aden regime, deliberately introduced a permanent 
atmosphere of terror so as to strike fear into the hearts of the South Yemeni peo- 
ple. As is the case with communist systems, the basic rights of the citizen have 
been done away with. The citizen is no longer allowed to express or declare his 
views [words indistinct] for communism is against all religions and not just Islam. 
Such advocates of communism as Marx and Engels described religion, falsely, as the 
opium of the people and do not recognize the existence of Almighty God. [passage 
indistinct ] 


The leadership, government and people of Oman have always been sympathetic to the 


people of South Yemen. The Sultanate for all these years has not tried [words 
indistinct] with the rulers of Aden or to exploit the suffering of that people. 
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On many occasions and on the basis of principles governing Arab relations in parti- 
cular and international relations in general Oman has stressed the need for peace- 
ful coexistence with its neighbors and on every occasion the Marxist government in 
Aden rejected the offer. 


The Sultanate has also accepted all Arai Islamic mediation efforts on the basis 
of correct and realistic [word indistinct} that conflict does not serve the Arabs 
higher interests. The Sultanate desires to give full attention to the march of 
progress which has already covered a considerable distance. 
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QATAR 


BRIEFS 


NEW AMBASSADOR TO JAPAN--Mr Muhammad ‘Ali al-Ansari, the new Qatari ambassador to 
Japan, has presented his credentials to Hirohito, the emperor of Japan. Emperor 
Hirohito expressed the hope that Qatari-Japanese relations would further develop in 
the future. [GF261342 Manama WAKH in Arabic 1235 GMT 26 Nov 81] 


NEW ENVOY TO IRELAND--Irish President Patrick Hillery received the credentials of 


Sharidah Jabir al-Ka'bi as the nonresident Qatari ambassador to Ireland. [GFO11747 
Doha Domestic Service in Arabic 1530 GMT 1 Dec 81] 


CSO: 4404/153 


SYRIA 


COMMERCIAL BANK'S DEPOSITS INCREASE 
Beirut AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic Jun 81 p 105 


[Article by Sami Ahmad: "Commercial Bank of Syria for 1980: 40 Percent Increase in 
Deposits and 45 Percent in Credit; Actions Taken to Encourage Savings by High Interest 
Rates" ] 


[Text] The Commercial Bank of Syria is Syria's commercial banking organization, and 
played a major role before its nationalization in the 1960's. It now plays an even 
bigger role in financing export, import and other activities. The following is a 
report about it: 


The Commercial sank of Syria is the largest Syrian bank, since it specializes in 
financing commercial activities in Syria, both domestic and foreign. Along with its 
branches, it is the only bank that has the right to finance trade, in addition to 
the Ministry of Economy and Foreign Trade, and was assigned the task of carrying 
out the paralled market activities this year. The total activities of this bank 
and all its branches, during 1979-1980 amounted to the following: 





Millions of Syrian pounds 1979 1980 
l. Deposits under demand 4,262,088 6,207,723 
2. Time deposits 921,583 1,099,484 
Total deposits 5,183,671 7,307,207 
Investments 9,497,163 13, 783,543 


It can be seen from the table that demand deposits have increased by 1945,635 
million pounds, or some 31.3 percent. Time deposits have also increased by 1/7/7,901 
million Syrian pounds, or 19.3 percent. The total increase of all deposits was 
2123,536 million pounds, i.e., 40.9 percent. Investments increased by 4286, 38 
million pounds, or 45.13 percent. 


The bank has 34 branches, distributed throughout the provinces and districts, and 
33 exchange centers in various cities and facilities, such as airports, ports and 
at the border posts of neighboring countries. 


The bank works directly with a number of foreign banks, including the Syrian-Lebanese 
Bank of Commerce, the Federation of Arab-French Banks, YUBAF-Paris and YUBAF-New York, 
and indirectly with several banks in London, Brussels and Japan. 
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The bank has no designated foreign branches, except for five in the Syrian free 
zones. 


The director of planning and statistics of the bank's general directorate answered 
the following questions: 


[Question] How do you assess the role of specialized banks in the national economy? 


[Answer] The role of these banks is delineated in the effective laws and regulations. 
They constantly strive to expand their activities to ensure that the services 
required by the national economy are rendered. The Commercial Bank of Syria is 
charged with financing Syrian foreign and domestic trade and the parallel discount 
market recently established. 


[Question] What sort of developments in terms of techniques and perscnnel has the 
bank directorate undertaken? 


fAnswer] The bank has excellent banking expertise and strives to develop intelligent 
techniques by means of computers and microcomputers tht link our operating branches 
together. It also has training courses to qualify its staff on banking operations. 


[Question] What are the trends of the domestic interest market, both for the people 
and among banks? 


[Interest is all the same in Syrian banks. The state has adopted measures to 
encourage savings, especially through postal savings banks, since the interest rate 
has risen from 5 to 8 percent. It has also encouraged investment certificates. 


[Question] How do you view the development of Arab banks abroad, and what are their 
advantages to Arab countries? 


[Answer] Arab banks abroad help to solve the Arab countries" problems, and for the 
most part, grant them favorable conditions in comparison with foreign banks. 


[Question] In your view, what is the Arab investment situation abroad and its trends, 
particularly in the Arab countries? 


[Answer] Excellent, if there is economic integration. At that time, the Arab banks 
and funds should concentrate their financing in those Arab countries that require 
such financing. 
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UNITFD ARAB EMIRATES 


ZAKUM NATURAL GAS TO BE HARNESSED SOON 
GF041036 Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 4 Dec 81 p 1 
[Article by Raman Kapoor] 


[Text] Flaring of associated gas from the giant Zakum field will be stopped by the 
end of this month, when the multi-million-dollar gas gathering scheme II of the 
Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) begins. 


Ever since the Zakum field was activated in 1967, the associated gas has been flared, 
mainly because it was uneconomical to harness the gas in view of low oil prices. The 
gas gathering now will lead to a massive saving in terms of energy resources for 

the national economy. 


Zakum oil production is at present pegged at 215,000 barrels per day (BPD) and that 
of associated gas at 125 million cubic feet per day. About 20 to 25 million cubic 
feet of gas is being used for power generation, etc. and the remaining quantity is 
being flared. 


A gas treatment plant has been installed close the Zakum west supercomplex. Its 
trial runs have been completed and now work is going on for commissioning it. "In 
4 weeks’ time, the flaring will gradually stop," said Mr George Latawiec, gas 
coordinator of the ADMA-OPCO, which will manage and operate the facilities built 
by ADNOC. 


Mr Latawiec said the gas would be channelled through the new plant to Umm Shaif 
from where it would be piped to Das Island for processing at the LNG plant. 


The design capacity of Phase I of the scheme is to treat and compress 280 million 
cubic feet of gas per day. When the plant begins operations the gas supply would 
be around 100 to 160 million cubic feet in view of the controlled rate of oil 
production from the Zakum field. 


Mr Latawiec said the gas treatment plan consisted of a cooling facility, a conden- 
sate stabilization unit and gas turbine-driven compressors. According to the ori- 
ginal plans, the associated gas from the Zakum central, Zakum west and the ZADCO 
fields are to be carried in pipeline networks to the new compressor plant. Since 
ZADCO's facilities are not vet ready, ZADCO gas will not be available for the new 
plant. 
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A gas drying plant has been installed at the Zakum central supercomplex, and from 
this a maximum of 148 million cubic feet of gas can be supplied to the new compres- 
sor plant through a 24-inch pipe. ZADCO's central collector platform is also to be 
linked to the new plant with a 16-inch subsea pipeline which can carry a maximum 

of 65 million cubic feet of gas per day. 


From Zakum west, a maximum of 70 million cubic feet of associated gas can be trans- 
ferred to the new plant. 


Mr Latawiec said once the new plant began operations, gas would be moved from there 
by an 18-inch pipeline to the Umm Shaif supercomplex gas treatment platform. Con- 
densates would be pumped to ZADCO"’s central collector platform through a 6-inch 
pipeline. 


A gas relief line from the new plant is being connected to the two new flare lines 
which will be lighted in emergencies or during possible shutdowns of the LNG plant 
at Das Island. 


Zakum gas will be piped from Umm Shaif supercomplex to the Das plant. At the Umm 
Shaif complex the gas will be passed through the existing treatment plant 

where a small extension will accommodate the pig-receiving and slug-catching facil- 
ities. 


At present the Das LNG plant is utilizing about 530 million cubic feet of gas per 
day mainly from the Umm Shaif field, but with the opening of the Zakum plant it will 
be able to supplement the supply to Das. ADGAS has a long-term contract to supply 
LNG to Japan. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


SCHOOL STATISTICS--The number of UAE students has increased from 40,193 in 1972-73 
to 108,842 in 1980-81. Ina report published today, AL-WAHDAH said that the num- 
ber of school teachers and administrative staff has increased from 1,386 in 1972-73 
to 8,893 in 1980-81. Schools increased from 129 in 1972-73 to 2,883 in 1980-81 and 
the number of classes increased from 1,290 to 3,966. [GF290837 Abu Dhabi WAM in 
Arabic 1305 GMT 28 Nov 81] 


OIL EXPLORATION AGREEMENT WITH TEXACO--Shaykh Rasid ibn Ahmad al-Mu'alla, member 

of the Supreme Council and ruler of Umm al-Qaywayn, signed an agreement at the 
Amiri Court this afternoon with the U.S. company Texaco. The agreement involves 
establishing an oil and gas industry and exploring for oil in the offshore area of 
Umm al-Qaywayn, which is about 650 square km in size. On the company's behalf, 

the agreement was signed by its vice president, (Elion). In the first stage of the 
agreement, the company will make a geographical survey and will drill two oil wells 
at a cost of $5 million within 24 months of signing the agreement. The signing 
ceremony was attended by Dr Man'i Sa'id al-Utaybah, petroleum and natural resources 
minister; Shaykh Sultan ibn Ahmad al-Mu'alla, head of the petroleum and mineral 
department in Umm al-Qaywayn; shaykhs; and senior officials. [Excerpt] [GF071655 
Abu Dhabi Domestic Service inArabic 1530 GMT 7 Dec 81] 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


DOMESTIC POLITICAL SITUATION REVIEWED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 18 Nov 81 p 7 
[Article by Jean Gueyras: "The Forgotten Civil War" | 


[Text] San'a--Is there a civil war going on in North Yemen? The foreign journalist 
trying to find an answer to that question rapidly runs into a wall of silence. 
Officials being questioned suddenly become evasive and fume about the attention being 
given to "a few minor and isolated confrontations between the regular army and some 
of our misguided brothers" in the eastern part of the governorate of Ebb, which bor- 
ders on South Yemen. "Do not listen to the malevolent rumors being spread by our 
enemies," people tell you, emphasizing that the calm prevailing in the capital city 
and its environs indicates that the country is actually in a state of "civil peace.” 


Yet on balance one notes that security has been much tighter in San‘a for nearly 3 
months. Searching of vehicles is more and more frequent, once night has fallen, and 
stricter controls on leaving the city are in effect. The slightest movement of 
President Ali Abdallah Saleh is accompanied by an impressive deployment of military 
protection measures. 


Indeed, despite the silence observed by the news organs and the discretion of officials, 
everyone here talks about the "forgotten civil war” which has continued intermittently 
for almost a year now in the southern part of the country, pitting government forces 
against the guerrillas of the Democratic National Front (FND), which is composed of 

the leftist parties along with former soldiers and tribal chiefs who remain faithful 

to the memory of President Hamdi, assassinated in October 1977. The FND is for all 
practical purposes in control of an entire area in the eastern part of the governorate 
.f Ebb, in a mountainous, almost inaccessible region linked to South Yemen through 

the town of Kaataba. 


Relations with Aden, however, are good and the two brother countries are imperturbably 
continuing their interminable negotiations over a possible merger, as if they were 

not engaged in a conflict. All the same, a quick look at the map is enough to realize 
that the Front's guerrillas could not keep going without political, military and 
logistical support from South Yemen. Following the Kuwait accords which in March 

1979 put an end to the “little border war" between two Yemens, Aden had reduced its 
support for the FND in order not to jeopardize the reconciliation with San'’a. 
Everything seems to indicate now that its aid has been resumed on a large scale. 
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A Precarious Truce 


The accord reached 31 January 1980 between President Ali Abdallah Saleh and the sec- 
retary general of tri.. Front (Mr Sultan Omar, who has taken asylum in Aden) with the 
intent of normalizing relations between the government and the Leftist opposition, 
has remained a dead letter. Despite their initial promise, the talks finally reached 
an impasse over the thorny problem of FND participation in the government. The 

North Yemeni president is willing to accept representatives of the Front "in their 
personal capacity” as members of his cabinet, but he is not at all disposed to grant 
the FND official status or important ministerial portfolios. The ot 
hand, has reportedly expressed the desire to control at least three 
ninisterial positions--including the interior and information minist 
to make its entry into the government the start of a process of cr 
democratic regime.” 


The ministerial shake-up of 15 October 1980, which saw the removal of several "pro- 
gressive” personalities who enjoyed the conf idence of the FND, ignited the powde 


: r-keg. 
An increasing number of military engagements took place, especially in the quadri- 
lateral marked by Ebb-Nadira-Damt-Kaataba, which had become the stronghold of th 
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rebellion. They were followed in April by discreet though futile negotiations to 
reactivate the accord of January 1980. At the end of June the fighting resu ° 
an even larger scale and with increased violence, when the authorities reali 

that the Front had made use of the truce to strengthen its positions. The 
ments which continued throughout the whole month of July and resumed in Aueu 
times had the look of a war for position, during the course of which heavy armaments, 
for the first time, were used by both sides. Government reinforcements were 

from San‘a to the site of the fighting with the aim of "breaking" the rebel fo 

once and for all. Since September a precarious truce has once again settl O 
the combat zones, interrupted occasionally by token government air strikes against 
FND positions. 


The general staff in San‘a claims it is pleased with the way operations have been 
going and claims to have recaptured control of several key positions held by the 
S 


rebels. The political leaders, who are more realistic, are less inclined to optimism. 
They know that nothing has really been resolved and that the Front, whose forces have 
not been dismantled, can with help from Aden build back its numbers with little 
difficulty. Moreover, the war ag ] 
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ainst the FND troops is not popular in the army. 
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tained by certain government unite h 
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Twenty-four officers were arres* 2 
were shot. The severe losses sust 
impaired the soldiers’ morale. 


President Ali Abdallah Saleh, who is also the commander in chief of the army, does not 
share the euphoria of some of his officers. He believes a military victory is 
impossible. Above all, he knows rior he does not have sufficient seasoned forces, 
at least for the time being, to dislodge the guerrillas form their mountainous 
redoubt, and fears that any attempt ‘a in that direction couid degenerate into an 
open war with South Yemen, a situation he wants to avoid at all costs On 15 
igor he met his South Yemeni counterpart, President Ali Nasser, at Taez, to 

warn him of the "incalculable consequences" continuation of t! order fighting poses 


for ‘the two countries. The official communique, which was made public at the con- 
clusion of the meeting, mentions as always the "brotherhood" and “unity” between 
the two countries and the necessity cf avoiding regional involvement with the po 
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of “foreign blocs.’ 
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San'a, the obligatory optimism of the soothing language in the communique was com- 
pletely contrary to the atmosphere of the talks themselves, which, it is said, were 
quite heated. 


A New Dialogue of the Deaf 


The meeting quickly turned into a new dialogue of the deaf. President Ali Nasser once 
again demanded a political solution, maintaining that the Front's entry into the 
government was the only way to defuse the crisis. President Ali Abdallah Saleh 
answered drily that negotiations leading toward a political solution were under way 
and that Aden could contribute to their success by putting an end to the many forms 

»f aid it is providing to the FND. He also expressed his "serious concern" about 

-he tripartite pact concluded in early August between South Yemen, Ethiopia and 

Libya, which included a "military clause" that in his view constituted a permanent 
threat against North Yemen. 


The Taez meeting resolved nothing. President Ali Nasser promised to pass on to the 
party political bureau the North Yemeni desiderata. But no one here has excessive 
illusions. The changes in Aden's collegial leadership that were made in June, and 
the naming of Saleh Mousleh--reputedly more “hardline” than President Ali Nasser--to 
head the defense ministry, have strengthened the faction that favors a more vigorous 
policy toward the San'a regime, which is accused of being "soft" on Saudi Arabia. 


ft is true that the "Saudi clan," which here is commonly known under the vague appel- 
ation of the Islamic Front, is in the majority in the government. But decision- 
making power lies solely with the president of the republic, who proved last March 
that he was capable on occasion of defying his powerful neighbor to the north the 
more effectively to assert his autonomy. He showed this last March when he went 
ahead with the arrest of Mr Abdallah Asnag, ex-minister of foreign affairs, who was 
considered to be Riyadh's liegeman. Asnag had not only cast doubt on President Ali 
Abdallah Saleh's abilities as chief of state, but he had also informed Saudi Arabia-- 
in a letter which "chanced" to fall into the hands of the authorities--about the 
president's proposed trip to Moscow, with the apparent intent of nipping in the bud 
an initiative which would have profoundly displeased the Saudi leaders. But all 

the pressure the latter have exerted for close to 2 years to convince President 

Saleh to abandon his policy of military cooperation with the USSR has been in vain. 
On this particular point, the North Yemeni head of state appears intractable. He 
believes that without the military aid supplied unstintingly by the Soviet Union--"on 
a strictly commercial basis,'' people here insist--he would be unable to maintain a 
powerful army and preserve enough freedom of action to remain independent both of 
Saudi Arabia and of his burdensome "brothers" to the south. 


An Able Man But a Weak Regime 


President Abdallah Saleh is facing a dilemma which is common to all nationalist 
leaders who rule in San‘a: he cannot afford the luxury of appearing to be too pro- 
Saudi, without risking a rapid crumbling of his popularity in a traditionally anti- 
Saudi country. But, at the same time, he cannot survive without Riyadh's economic 
aid: this explains the political concessions he has been led to make. The visit he 
finally made to Moscow last October, presumably against the wishes of the Saudis, 
shows that he is unwilling to go too far down the road of concessions when he 
believes the vital interests of the nation are at stake. 
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What was he looking for in Moscow? Probably increased financial and economic aid 
and a rescheduling of his country's debts to the USSR-~-about $600 million, according 
to some estimates. And also, above all, he probably wanted to get the Soviets to 
agree to approach the South Yemenis discreetly to convince them to put an end to 
the military aid they are supplying the Front. It is still too soon to tell how 
successful that initiative will be in contributing to a return of civil peace to 


the country. 


What is clear, 


however, 





balancing between Saudi Arabia and S$ 
surprising skili--could in the long 
will celebrate in July the fourth an 
significant achievement in a country 
institutions. But his regime still 


is that President Abdallah Saleh's policy of 

outh Yemen--a policy which he pursues with 

run be fatal. The North Yemeni head of state 
niversary of his accession to power-~a not in- 
notorious for the chronic instability of its 
rests on a fragile base. 
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Little by little, the man who only a few years ago was only an obscure soldier with 
no political experience has shown himself to be a credible head of state who has 
been able to impose his will on a country which is deeply divided into hostile clans. 
But he has made many enemies: first of all, within the army, which he purged, 
thereby creating numerous and deeply rooted enmities among certain highly-placed 
officers who were offended by his lightning-fast political ascent; and also among 
the politicians and feudal clan leaders whom he divided to better assure his con- 
tinuance in power. His great weakness, however, remains the failure of the policy 
of national reconciliation he launched in 1979 with the creation of a Committee for 
National Dialogue, whose activities were in principle supposed to lead to the 
election of a national assembly by universal suffrage in 1981. 


The Committee for National Dialogue still continues its work, which is greeted with 
general indifference, but its activities have been drained of any substance by the 
persistence of the civil war, which hangs heavily over everyone. No one is at this 
time prepared to hazard fixing a date for the "free and democratic" elections which 
were to open up a new era in the history of North Yemen. 
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